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WEED Definitions…

• What is a weed?

A plant that is 

unwanted in a 

particular situation



WEEDS…

• Why do we care?

Weeds take up resources like 

space, water & nutrients

Weeds can be hazardous 



WEED Definitions

• Native plants

• Non-native plant 

• Exotic plant

• Naturalized plant

• Invasive plants

• Noxious weeds



Native Weeds

• Native or indigenous plants or animals 

are ones that were present in the Pacific 

Northwest historically prior to European-

American settlement. Native weeds are 

aggressive plants that are native and 

often widespread. 









Non-native (exotic, alien or 

introduced) plants or animals 

are plants that were brought 

to the Pacific Northwest by 

humans, either deliberately 

or by accident.









The term ‘naturalized’ is 

conventionally used to 

describe non-native plants 

that are capable of surviving 

and reproducing without 

human intervention for an 

indefinite period of time.  

Naturalized plants may or 

may not become invasive. 









Invasive species are ones that are non-native and which thrive and spread 

aggressively outside their natural range. Some invasive species can become 

serious problems that threaten water quality, drive away native wildlife, crowd 

out native plants and create fire hazards.



WEED Definitions…

• Noxious weeds

– State & county noxious 

weed policies & lists

- Douglas County 

Weed Advisory Board



Noxious Weeds

• Legal definition

– Non-native plant designated by the 

Weed Board to be injurious to 

public health, agriculture, 

recreation, wildlife, or any public or 

private property.

• Federal, State, & county 

noxious weed policies & lists

• A, B, and T lists



“A” List

• Occur in small enough infestations that 

eradication or containment is possible

• Some not here yet, but future 

infestations likely

• Intensive control highly recommended



Examples of “A” listed 

weeds



“B” List

• Common, well established

• Eradication is not likely

• Containment possible, encouraged

• Intensive control recommended on 
small infestations



Common invasive weeds





“T” List

• Priority weeds “targeted” for control at 

the county level

• All T listed weeds are found on the A or 

B list also



See Plant Clinic copy





Spurge laurel





Diffuse 

knapweed

Centaurea 
diffusa



Diffuse knapweed



Buffaloburr
Solanum 
rostratum



White Top or Hoary Cress
Cardaria draba



Spotted knapweed

Centaurea



Leafy Spurge

Euphorbia esula



Portuguese Broom

Cytisus striatus



Gorse



Gorse Ulex europaeus







Which

is

which?

Yellow Star Thistle

Wooly Distaff 

Thistle



Report “T” listed Weeds

• OSU Extension Office

– 541-672-4461

– 800-883-7568

• Douglas Soil and Water Conservation 

District

– 541-957-5061

• ODA Noxious Weed Control Program

– 541-839-4929

– On-line reporting systems



Weed Management



Weed ID

• Plant appearance

– Seedlings, Juveniles, 

rosettes, Mature

– Growth habit

– Lifecycle

– Leaf shape, stems, flowers, 

roots

– Smell

– Color

Know enemies and friends











UC IPM On-line http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/weeds_intro.html

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/weeds_intro.html


Weed Identification

• Careful observation

– Books & samples; books & samples; books & 

samples…

– Appearance

– Site Characteristics (dry, wet, etc. area)

• Monitor weeds on large acreage properties

– Weed Maps and Calendars

– Helps in weed control



Weed Biology

• ID weeds at different 

stages

• Know 

– names of parts

– growth habits



LIFE CYCLES

• ANNUALS (summer, winter) - one year

– Propagate by seeds



Lifecycles
• BIENNIALS (live two years)

• The first as a rosette…



• Biennials…

– The second year 

flower & produce 

seed

– Propagate by seeds



Lifecycles

• PERENNIALS -
more than two 
years (simple, 
bulbous, 
creeping)

• Reproduce by

– Rhizomes 

– Seeds *



Weld County CO Weed Division







AQUATIC WEEDS

Aquatic Weed Control.pptx


FIVE GENERAL 

CATEGORIES OF WEED 

CONTROL

• Preventative Weed Control

• Cultural Weed Control

• Mechanical Weed Control

• Biological Weed Control

• Chemical Weed Control



Preventative Weed Control

• Buy clean top soil

• Check nursery plants for weeds

• Use geo-textile weed barriers

• Mulch

• Soil solarization

• Cover crops

• Clean equipment









Cultural Weed Control

• Maintain good soil fertility

• Tilling



Mechanical Weed Control

• Tillage

• Mowing

• Flaming

• Cultivation

• Hand weeding









Biological Weed Control

• Goats

• Sheep

• Cinnabar moth

• Chrysolira beetle



Example of a biological 

control



Chemical Weed Control

• Herbicides: A substance that is toxic to 

plants, used to destroy unwanted 

vegetation.

• Pre-emergent, non-selective

• Post-emergent, selective

• Post-emergent, non-selective

• Extended control, non-selective



Weed Identification

• Weed ID Books

– Weeds of the West

– Weeds of Oregon

– How to enjoy your weeds

– more (orange and white label)

– Botany in a Day

– OSU Fact Sheets

• http://extension.oregonstate.edu 

• Help from OSU Agents – Logan, then Shelby



Educational Programs

• Weed Day (1st Wednesday in February)

• Weed Tours (summer)



Weed Mapper
www.oregon.gov/ODA/PLANT/WEEDS/weedmapper



http://oregoninvasiveshotline.org

Oregon Invasive Species Hotline
1-866-INVADER



http://oregoninvasiveshotline.org

Oregon Invasive Species Hotline

1-866-INVADER

Weed Mapper:

http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs

/Weeds/Pages/WeedMapper.aspx




