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T
housands of blooming and 

verdant plants greeted cus-

tomers on Saturday during 

the 31st annual Douglas 

County Master Gardeners Plant & 

Garden Expo at the Douglas County 

Fairgrounds.

Everything from vegetable plants 

and decorative succulents, to hang-

ing baskets and monkey puzzle trees 

�lled the building at the Fairgrounds, 

with community members wandering 

around the exhibits and picking out 

plants to take home.

Larry Bergold of Sutherlin displayed 

his many green and red Japanese ma-

ple trees at the event, as he has been 

doing every year for the last 15 years.

Bergold, a Vietnam veteran who 

retired from his positions as a JCPen-

ney manager and owner of a fence 

business, said he began growing trees 

as a hobby 20 years ago. Now, he runs 

Sunshine Hill Nursery in Sutherlin — 

where he grows 150 di�erent varieties 

of Japanese maples to sell wholesale 

to local companies. He also sells Nord-

mann �rs in containers, so people can 

use them as Christmas trees before 

planting them.

“This is a good event for plant peo-

ple,” Bergold said. “All the people in 

horticulture are nice, friendly, hap-

py people.” He said he enjoys talking 

with his customers about how their 

plants are doing at the expo each 

year.

It was Alexis Lavalliere’s �rst time 

in Roseburg, and she was at the show 

to sell cucumber plants, rosemary, 

sage and more as an intern for Yon-

calla-based Hayhurst Valley Organic 

Nursery. Having just moved to Yon-

calla from North Carolina, she said 

the people she met have been nice 

and she was amazed by the number of 

plants available at the expo.

“There are so many plants, and 

I’m really good with plants but I was 

surprised by how many I hadn’t heard 

of,” Lavalliere said. Danny Carmeli, 

another intern with Hayhurst, said he 

was also loving the show.

Roseburg community members Abbie 

and Adam Heinrichsen, along with their 

daughters Isla and Arli, were choosing 

plants from Hayhurst’s stand Saturday.

Abbie Heinrichsen said the family 

came to the expo last year and were 

amazed by the plants, so they came 

back again with a list of vegetable 

starts, trees and other plants to buy for 

their garden.

“It’s interesting and cool how you can 

see so many things here,” Isla, 8, added. 

She and her sister had learned to make 

paper and had watched a swarm of bees 

behind a glass panel at the show.

“There’s a bunch of plants that are 

interesting and it’s cool how they 

found all the plants to get them here,” 

Arli, 6, said.

In addition to plants, local business-

es with garden tools were also repre-

sented at the expo, including Oregon 

Land Craft. Owner Nathan Kroeker 

said he’s proud to be part of the Doug-

las County gardening community.

“It’s fun to be part of a rich heritage 

in Douglas County with gardening and 

helping people grow food and beauty, 

because it’s such a good area for both,” 

Kroeker said.

Barbara Robinson of Roseburg, 

who coordinates the Douglas County 

Master Gardeners Plant & Garden 

Expo, said there were about 200 

master gardeners helping out at the 

expo.

She said master gardeners is an 

educational organization that helps 

people who come to the OSU Exten-

sion Service annex asking about plant 

identi�cations, soil quality and other 

garden-related issues. She said the 

master gardeners have a year-round 

greenhouse, and the proceeds from 

their plant sales and the expo go to 

help �nance the nonpro�t’s Discovery 

Garden at Riverforks Park.

Foliage everywhere at plant expo
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Christy Mignola of Green selects plants for sale from Sunshine Hill Nursery at the Douglas County Master Gardeners Plant and Garden Expo in Roseburg on Saturday.

Sunshine Hill Nursery grower Larry Bergold speaks with a 
customer at the Douglas County Master Gardeners Plant and 
Garden Expo.

Master Gardner Anne Waddington sports a flowering plant 
themed hat as she helps visitors at the Douglas County Master 
Gardeners Plant and Garden Expo.

Master Gardner Lori Salars organizes plants for sale at the 
Douglas County Master Gardeners Plant and Garden Expo in 
Roseburg.

Mary Miller of Melrose selects plants for sale at the Douglas 
County Master Gardeners Plant and Garden Expo in Roseburg 
on Saturday.


