
The Prez Sez… 
Julie Stanbery 

May “auld acquaintance be forgot and never brought to mind”...ta-ta 2020!

It's said every cloud has a silver lining. Ours are the outstanding volunteers who came 
together to help us through this difficult year. So many thoughtful, generous Master 
Gardeners have made this year so much more than it could have been.  

One aspect of the social isolation process is that sometimes we lose contact with our members. While we occasionally 
spy each other in the grocery check-out line, mostly we are out of touch with one another. For the next few months, I'm 
going to remind us of some of our wonderful volunteers; their backgrounds and their life stories.  

My first choice is our Email Communications volunteer, Shirley Purcell. I'm 
paraphrasing a bio that was first published in November 2013 by DCMG President 
Michelle Harding-Olson.  

Shirley was born in Kapuskasing, Ontario, Canada.  Her father, Douglas, worked at 
the local paper mill and her mother, Alice, was a school teacher. Shirley, who spoke 
French during her childhood, is an only child who spent her youth ice skating and 
skiing.  She attended a one room school house until the family settled in Toronto. At 
the age of 15 her family moved to San Bernadino, California, where the sunny 
weather was a wonderful change from the cold northern climate of Canada.

Shirley's dad was a Roseburg rancher from whom she gained her love of gardening. In 1974 Shirley realized her 
dream of becoming a nurse. With her BSN degree she landed a job with the Veteran's Healthcare System and worked 
in many states before permanently staying in Roseburg. She then followed a new career path, obtaining her MSN and 
Nurse Practitioner License from OHSU. She retired from the VA in 1998 after 33 years of nursing practice. 

Shirley and her partner, David, enjoy life on the banks of the North Umpqua. In 1998 she joined the DCMG. Her first 
gig was as the "worm-lady". For 10 years Shirley managed the vermi-compost site, supplied us with compost tea and 
helped many gardeners start their own worm bins with her valuable knowledge and easy-going teaching approach.

For the past two decades, Shirley has been our first and only electronic communication volunteer. Her hard work and 
effort has been the linchpin keeping our group cohesive, particularly this past year. So think kindly of our dear Shirley 
when she forwards all of our many messages and for the most part, remember...don't reply to Shirley!!   

New Year’s Resolution: Pick up blue bags from the DG tool shed to support the MG bottle fundraising project. 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January Calendar 

Wed., Jan. 13, 10:00    
Executive Board (Zoom) 

Thurs., Jan. 28, 10:00   
Chapter Mtg. (Zoom)



Treasurer’s Report 
Diane Smith-Lewsadder 

INCOME
   Amazon Smile                                              $16.83
   Interest                                                           $5.30
   Trash to Treasure                                         $50.00
TOTAL INCOME                                             $72.13

EXPENSES
   Administration                                              $54.11
   Liability Insurance                                      $499.50
   HLC                                                        $1,019.28
   Utilities - Electricity                                    $280.43
   Rock Garden (2019 Karl Carlson)               $30.68
   ESG - (2020 Cow Creek Grant)                  $54.64
TOTAL EXPENSES                                  $1,938.64

Breakdown of our accounts at 12/10/2020
   NWCC - Checking                                    $467.15
   NWCC - Reserve                                   $5,006.57
   NWCC - MMK Savings                        $31,023.73
Ending Balance                                     $36,497.45

First of all, I want to thank 
everyone who worked in 2020 
at our Plant Clinic!! The Plant 
Clinic is one of our DCMG 
programs that reach out to our 
community to help people 
s o l v e a w i d e r a n g e o f 
gardening and landscape 
questions. The Plant Clinic 
training program is a great 

opportunity for our new members to put their knowledge 
of Sustainable Gardening that they learned in our 
Winter Training Program, to work. 

Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, our Plant Clinic is 
again closed until further notice. If you were part of the 
class of 2020 and have an interest in working in the 
Plant Clinic, please contact me when things open up 
again.

During 2020, we had 350 calls or emails to the clinic. 
We were closed for five months and restricted from 
personal contact with the public for three more. 

Nevertheless, I am happy to report that we continue to 
receive emails that I answer from home.  

I am optimistic that will be able to serve our gardening 
public soon.

So until we meet up again, Happy New Year everyone!!

“Thank You” Prize from Extension 
Anita Clark 

I wanted to let you know that Elva Sellens was the 
winner of the “Thank you” prize at the Extension 
office.   I meant to get a picture but I didn’t.  I was 
super excited when I was calling her – she brings 
us beautiful bouquets of dahlia’s when they are 
blooming. It was a treat to be able to give her 
something back. 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Chris Rusch

Shared by Kish Doyle



Jade Plant Giveaway  
Ann Severson 

We had several trays of jade plants and we had more 
than we needed. Bruce told me to get rid of them. It 
took a bit before I thought of  the nursing students and 
staff at UCC. (I know several staff and students.)  I 
contacted and made arrangements with a staff member 
to drop off the jade plants. She  said these would be 
great to bring cheer to everyone as they are all 
struggling with doing classes on line.

I’m so happy that it did bring smiles to all. I did ask the 
teacher how long did it take for the students to take the 
plants - about two days.

Sunflowers That Keep on Giving  
Kathy Hart 

We all needed a little extra “sunshine” during 2020 and 
my experience with growing giant sunflowers did just 
that. A good friend of mine who is a Master Gardener in 
Houston invited friends from all over the country to 
participate in his annual sunflower contest. He provided 
a packet of seeds along with instructions and plenty of 
encouragement and enticements. Recognition was 
given for the tallest plant and for the sunflower 
seedhead with the biggest diameter. 

As Steve and I watched our giants grow over the 
summer, I had visions of winning bragging rights since 
my tallest Russian Mammoths measured about 12’ tall 
and boasted a seedhead of about 11” across. To make 
a long story short, I was inched out by gardeners in 
California and on the East Coast. I dried up the 
seedheads in my greenhouse and the birds have been 
devouring the goods. 

Today I found out that the garden teacher at our 
grandchildren’s preschool in Eugene put a tag on the 
school’s Christmas “Wish Tree” for Giant Sunflower 
Seeds!  The greatest take away from this experience is 
knowing that my friend’s “sunflower legacy” will live on 
and give joy and fascination to a whole new generation 
of “hopefully” future Master Gardeners. 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The following article was contributed by Philece 
Humphrey. See at this link here.

Tracking Down the Long-Lost Orchards of 
the California Gold Rush 

By: Marina Wang, “Atlas Obscura”, December 4, 2020
(Photos: Felix Gillet Institute)

Amigo Bob Cantisano, 
instantly recognizable with 
h i s w a i s t - l e n g t h 
dreadlocks and handlebar 
mustache, can often be 
f o u n d s e a r c h i n g f o r 
treasure in the California 
mountains. But he’s not 
looking for the gold which 
drew droves of miners to 
the area in the mid-1800s. 
Instead, Cantisano hunts 
for what those ear ly 
migrants left behind—a 
trove of long-lost crops, 

from grapes to chestnuts 
and everything in between.

This journey has taken him across the region’s 
abandoned homesteads, where he’s found trees and 
vines that have grown for generations, producing fruit all 
the while. “These are old, and they’re delectable,” says 
Cantisano. When news of California’s gold swept the 
world in 1848, fortune-seekers flocked to the future 
state’s Sierra Nevada mountain range. Following them 
were horticulturalists, who would soon import fruit trees 
and produce seeds from around the world to sustain the 
new boomtowns. Yet even after the gold was gone, a 
curated cache of crops has withstood generations of 
blazing heat and drought in the crannies of the 
mountains.

Not only are these hardy cultivars tastier and often more 
nutritious than their later grocery-store counterparts, 
their resilience may contain an arsenal of valuable 
genes in the battle against the changing climate. 
“Looking into the future, I’ve got a huge range of 
challenges,” says Thomas Gradziel, a plant geneticist 
and breeder at the University of California, Davis. 
Gradziel is currently searching for peach and almond 

varieties that can withstand the increasing stresses of 
heat, drought, and disease, all while meeting market 
demands for taste, nutrition, and shelf life.

But the development of commercial agriculture in the 
20th century means that only a few varieties of fruits 
and nuts are widely grown, leaving horticulturalists with 
a limited gene pool to work with. People such as 
Cantisano, who work to rediscover old heirlooms, 
provide Gradziel with a bigger “toolbox” of genetic 
talent, he says.

Cantisano has sported the nickname “Amigo” since high 
school, and he’s been a farmer for nearly as long. And 
while he’s undeniably a friend to California’s 
horticulturists, he’s also one of the trailblazers of the 
state’s organic farming movement. He’s glad that 
horticulturists can use his finds. “What’s essential to the 
future is to learn from the past,” he says.

But he never set out to expand the agricultural gene 
pool. His search for Gold Rush-era crops began 
serendipitously in 1970. “A group of friends and I were 
out driving around on dirt roads in the Sierra,” he says. 
“We came up atop of this knoll and here, completely 
unlike the forest, was an orchard.” The abandoned 
orchard had a dazzling collection of over 130 different 
fruit trees. “It was kind of ours for the taking,” says 
Cantisano. “There wasn’t anybody close by, so we just 
decided to go back in the fall each year to harvest it.”

Cantisano began looking around other abandoned 
farmsteads near his home in Nevada City. The town, 
founded during the Gold Rush, turned out to be 
surrounded by them. “The more I looked, the more I 
found,” he says.

One day, around a decade after happening upon his 
first vintage orchard, an acquaintance told him about an 
old nursery nearby that had existed since the 19th 
century. After befriending the property owners, 
Cantisano discovered an on-site plaque in honor of the 
horticulturist Felix Gillet. Spending years of research on 
the mysterious Gillet, Cantisano slowly began to piece 
together the biography of one of California’s most 
prolific nurserymen.

Gillet, originally from France, made several trans-
Atlantic voyages before landing in Nevada City in 1859. 
“He had a barbershop for around 10 years, and during 
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https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/felix-gillet-institute?utm_source=Atlas+Obscura+Daily+Newsletter&utm_campaign=f05f931d01-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_12_11_Not_CC&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f36db9c480-f05f931d01-64308793&mc_cid=f05f931d01&mc_eid=03f023804d
https://www.atlasobscura.com/users/marinawang?view=articles


that time, he somehow got the bug to get into the 
nursery business,” says Cantisano. Simultaneously, a 
“p lant mania” was gr ipp ing Cal i forn ia , wi th 
horticulturalists competing with each other to offer the 
most diverse selection of crops. According to Cantisano, 
“Felix wanted to be known as the guy with the biggest 
selection of nursery stock in 
California.”

Based on decades of plant 
catalogues left at Gillet’s old 
home, Cantisano estimates 
that the nurseryman imported 
over a thousand different 
varieties of fruits, nuts, and 
ornamental plants from over 
30 different countries. “He’d 
have 30 varieties of walnuts 
for sale,” says Cantisano, 
who a l so coun ted 241 
varieties of grapes. Many of 
Gillet’s imports went on to 
become the precursors of 
wildly successful crop varieties. His Napoleon bigarreau 
cherry became one of the parents of the Bing cherry, 
and his Kishmish grapes led to the development of the 
Thompson seedless grape.

Remnants of Gillet’s venerable selection of heirlooms 
are still scattered around 
California today, which is why 
Cantisano formed the Felix 
Gillet Institute to rediscover, 
propagate, and disseminate 
the unique cultivars brought 
from afar to feed the growing 
population of the Golden 
State.

“Some of what we find might 
not be the biggest, but they’re 
the tastiest,” says Cantisano. 
One of his favorite fruits, the 
blushing, rose-kissed yellow 
Napoleon bigarreau cherry, is 
similar to the Rainier variety, but a bit smaller. 
Cantisano adds that it’s “better than any other ones 
we’ve tasted, and it’s also bird-resistant.”

After finding an old tree, Cantisano and his small team 
at the Felix Gillet Institute bring home samples of the 
fruit for identification. Cantisano’s wife, Jenifer Bliss, 
then takes notes on the fruit’s properties and 
painstakingly tries to match it with a known variety from 
Gillet’s catalogs or other historical resources. Bliss 

recalls the discovery of an 
elusive Calville Blanc tree, 
which grows yel lowy, 
bulbous cooking apples. 
After keeping an eye out 
for the rare heirloom for 
years, the team finally 
uncovered a single tree 
growing in the shadows of 
the Sierra Buttes. “I did a 
little happy dance when I 
figured that one out!” she 
says.

But the Felix Gillet team 
still has their work cut out 

for them. So far, they’ve 
created a database of over 3,000 plant varieties and 
have only identified around 10 percent of them. “It can 
be overwhelming,” Bliss says.

While some of the plants they’ve discovered grow in 
orchards and old garden beds, occasionally the Institute 

u n c o v e r s a w i l d c a r d . 
“Sometimes, we find trees 
that are in strange places, 
like a creek bed, and you 
can just imagine somebody 
was sitting there eating 
something and then threw 
the core out,” says Bliss. 
Trees that grow from seeds 
are genetically distinct from 
their parent, so they’re one-
of-a-kind.

Cantisano and his team 
take the liberty to name 
these “wildling” trees. The 

Vanilla Ice Cream apple, for instance, has soft, rosy-red 
streaks and a sweet, creamy vanilla taste. When the 
team discovers cultivars with promising traits—like 
impressive shelf-life or resistance to pests—they 
occasionally send cuttings to the USDA plant repository, 
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“Fat Fig” discovered in Grass Valley, California

“Potato Pear”

https://journals.ashs.org/jashs/view/journals/jashs/139/2/article-p148.xml
https://felixgillet.org/
https://felixgillet.org/


so breeders and geneticists such as Gradziel can draw 
upon its genetic material. The lime-green and scarlet 
Annie Elizabeth apple, for example, has such a high 
vitamin C concentration that slices can sit for days 
before turning brown. The tree has also proven 
completely resistant to pesky codling moths.

But there’s no need to search the mountains for your 
own Vanilla Ice Cream and Annie Elizabeth trees. The 
Institute sells cuttings of particularly palatable varieties 
in their own nursery. This fall, the Institute stocked 
around 90 different varieties of figs, pears, persimmons, 
pomegranates, plums, cherries, mulberries, walnuts, 
apples, grapes, cranberries and almonds, as well as 
flowers such as roses, lilacs, and myrtle. They’re 
excited to showcase new additions to the nursery, such 
as the potato pear—which looks like its namesake, but 
has an assertively fruity taste—and Leland’s green 
plum, an especially sweet Japanese variety of 
myster ious or ig in, found growing in nearby 
Camptonville.

“He left us a treasure,” says Cantisano about Gillet. 
“The Gold Rush came and went, and yet the orchards 
are here. The green gold is still here.”

What’s New in the Rock Garden  
Kish Doyle 

As we all settle down 
i n t o o u r h o l i d a y 
season trying to stay 
healthy, the Discovery 
Garden has gone into 
the “winter mode.” 
Most of the gardens 
are tucked away under 
mulch, straw and other 
winter coverings.  In 

the rock garden, there 
are some recent additions for community education.

After a lot of ideas and discussion between Tasha King 
and her crew, Anne 
Bacon des igned 
three new signs.  
Steve Hart used his 
wood working and 
digging talent to 
install them.

E a c h s i g n 
a d d r e s s e s a 
d i f f e r e n t a r e a 
including building 
and planting the garden, hypertufa troughs and our 
woodland garden. Each of the signs has a unique 
barcode that can be scanned with a smartphone. The 

information links the reader 
to specialty websites that 
educate on the specifics 
o f r o c k g a r d e n s , 
hypertufa troughs and 
woodland gardens.  

Thank you to Nancy 
Fuller for writing a grant 
and getting us an OMGA 
Karl Carlson Award of 
$200 to fund the design, 
s i g n m a k i n g a n d 
installation of our new 
educational signage. We 
hope to have a couple 
more signs in the future. 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JANUARY GARDEN CALENDAR

Planning

• Plan to replace varieties of ornamental plants that are 
susceptible to disease with resistant cultivars in 
February.

• Take hardwood cuttings of deciduous ornamental 
shrubs and trees for propagation.

• Order a soil test to determine your garden's nutrient 
needs.  

• Begin planning this year’s vegetable garden. 
• Keep a garden journal. Consult your journal in the 

winter, so you can better plan for the growing season.

Maintenance and cleanup

• Place windbreaks to protect sensitive landscape 
evergreens against cold, drying winds.

• Reapply or redistribute mulch that has blown or 
washed away during winter.

• Clean pruners and other small garden tools with 
rubbing alcohol.

• Water landscape plants underneath wide eaves and in 
other sites shielded from rain.

• Do not walk on lawns until frost has melted.

Pest Monitoring and Management

• Use chemical controls only when necessary and only 
after thoroughly reading the pesticide label. First 
consider cultural, then physical and biological 
controls. Choose the least-toxic options, and use 
them judiciously. Some examples include insecticidal 

soaps, horticultural oils, botanical insecticides, and 
organic and synthetic pesticides.

• Scout cherry trees for signs and symptoms of 
bacterial canker. Remove infected branches with a 
clean pruner or saw. Sterilize tools before each new 
cut. Burn or send the branches to a landfill before 
bloom. See “Managing Diseases and Insects in Home 
Orchards”.

• Watch for field mice damage on lower trunks of trees 
and shrubs. Eliminate hiding places by removing 
weeds. Use traps and approved baits as necessary.

• Use dormant sprays of lime sulfur or copper fungicide 
on roses for general disease control, or plan to 
replace susceptible varieties with resistant cultivars in 
February.

•  Moss in lawn may mean too much shade or poor 
drainage. Modify site conditions if moss is 
bothersome.

• Mid-January: Spray peach trees with approved 
fungicides to combat peach leaf curl and shothole. Or 
plant curl-resistant cultivars such as 'Frost', 'Q1-8' or 
‘Creswell’.

Houseplants and indoor gardening

• Monitor houseplants for correct water and fertilizer; 
guard against insect infestations; clean dust from 
leaves. 

Maureen 
Benice shares 
this photo.
“The flowers 
are still “going 
on” - Wow! 
Santa loves 
his spot!



Douglas County Master Gardeners

Newsletter: E-mail submissions to Bonnie Courter: rbcourter@gmail.com 

Website: www.douglascountymg.org 

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/pages/Douglas-County-Master-Gardeners/251882398200487 

Horticulture Agent: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/douglas/horticulture, 
steve.renquist@oregonstate.edu 

OSU Douglas County Extension Service: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/douglas 

OSU Gardening Information: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening 

OSU Master Gardeners Program: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/mg 

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, 
activities, and materials on this basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, familial/parental 
status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, genetic information, 
veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.)  If you have a physical disability that requires special considerations in order for you 

to attend an event, please notify the office at 541-672-4461 no later than 2 weeks prior to event date.   This publication will be made 
available in an accessible alternative format upon request.  Please contact Bonnie Courter, rbcourter@gmail.com.
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