
The President’s Post 
Nancy Fuller 

It seems as though summer should just be beginning, but the ripening produce and 
cooler temperatures tell us that fall has arrived.  We held our last outdoor meeting of 
the season at the Discovery Garden pavilion on September 27th. There was 
plentiful delicious food, including a great tomato tasting event coordinated by Bob 
Brindley.  We enjoyed splendid weather, and our garden was beautiful. How lucky 
we are to have such a great place to share with each other and the public!

Thanks to all the volunteers, especially Janet Parkerson and her irrigation team this 
summer, for the time and energy they give to the gardens. Having visited many 
other chapters’ gardens over the past few years, I can tell you that ours is 
outstanding!

Thank you to our members who hosted our summer chapter meetings. Sharon and 
Dave Hopkins, Kay Livermore, and Barbara Horst all generously opened their 
homes and gardens to us. 

If you haven’t yet seen our new “Punches Palace” (formerly the yellow shed) at the 
Discovery Garden, I hope you’ll make time to visit and check it out. Thanks to John 
Punches and Dave Clark and his crew for their renovation work that includes 
electricity, locking doors, multiple storage areas, etc. Thanks to Fred Alley for 
making the new sign and to Steve and Kathy Hart for painting it.
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Oct. 2018 Calendar 
Mon., Oct. 1, 10:00-Noon       
Insect Committee                                                                                 
Tues., Oct. 2, 9:00-Noon                    
Greenhouse Crews                         
Victory Garden Crew                            

Sat., Oct. 6, 5:30           
Awards Banquet, 1st United 
Methodist Church, Roseburg                                  
Tues.,Oct. 9, 9:00-Noon      
Greenhouse Crews                         
Victory Garden Crew                                        

Wed., Oct. 10, 10:00-Noon     
Executive Board Meeting, Annex     

Mon., Oct. 15, 10:00-Noon     
Insect Committee                         
Tues., Oct. 16, 9:00-Noon      
Greenhouse Crews                         
Victory Garden Crew                        

Tues.,Oct. 23, 9:00-Noon      
Greenhouse Crews                         
Victory Garden Crew                                                                                                                                                           
Thurs., Oct. 25, 9:00-10:00  
Continuing Education, Annex          

Thurs., Oct. 25, 10:00            
Chapter Meeting, Annex                 

Tues., Oct. 30, 9:00-Noon                             
Greenhouse Crews                         
Victory Garden Crew                                            
Wed., Oct. 31, 10:00-Noon                              
Diagnostics Class @ Diane Smith-
Lewsadder’s home, 260 Rio Verde, 
Roseburg                                     

Thurs., Nov. 1, 9:00-1:00       
IPM Seminar, Extension Annex                                    
Wed., Nov. 7, 10:00-11:00                
First Mentor Meeting, Annex                                                     

Newsletter
Douglas County Master Gardeners



Looking forward, besides preparing the gardens for the 
winter, we are working on the 2019 budget. We will be 
presenting the proposed budget at the October chapter 
meeting and will have a membership vote at the 
November chapter meeting.

We have finalized the design and wording for the much 
anticipated courtesy rules sign that will be placed near 
the garden’s wrought iron entry gate. We are hoping it 
will be in place before the end of October. We are also 
hoping the information on the sign will help with the 
problems we’ve seen in the garden this past season 
(bikes ridden through the gardens, vandalism, 
unsupervised children, etc.). Thanks goes out to Karen 
Glatz for her design work on this project and for her 
past work on previous garden signage.

Anne Bacon will be our new Discovery Garden signage 
coordinator. If you are looking to have new signs for 
your section of the garden or need to replace any 
current signs, send your request and information to 
Anne.

As your new president, my goals for this next year are 
to help us transition into a new DCMG era without the 
presence and assistance of John Punches and to 
prepare for our “post Steve Renquist” days. In addition, 
there are the day-to-day functions of the chapter. There 
is much to do and I hope all of us will work together 
throughout the coming year. 

Please contact me if you have any ideas, questions or 
concerns. If we haven’t met yet, I hope we do soon. You 
can find me in the Rock Garden each Tuesday, at 
monthly chapter meetings or send me an email 
(nmfuller2000@gmail.com).

Vice-President’s Report                  
Vicki Barrett 

Rod Trotter who is a botanist and herbalist will be giving 
a presentation on medicinal plants at our next monthly 
chapter meeting, October 25, 9:00, at the Extension 
Annex auditorium. Hope to see you all there!

OMGA Report                       
Rosemary Brinkley 

There were three speakers from OSU at the Third 
Quarter OMGA Forum held September 14-15. Sam 
Angima, the Assistant Dean who serves as a direct link 
with Extension and the University; Gail Langellotto, 
professor and State Master Gardener Coordinator; and 
Brooke Edmunds who serves Linn and Benton Counties 
Master Gardener programs.

Sam gave us an update on the new dean who will be 
arriving on campus the last date of October. He also 
talked about the length it takes to hire new personnel 
due to lack of financial support from the legislature. It 
was suggested that Master Gardeners could be more 
pol i t ica l ly act ive local ly by contact ing thei r 
commissioners and state legislators.  

Gail wants the Master Gardeners to be the first place 
people think of going when they have a gardening 
question. Through her research she found that the soil 
in Master Gardeners-owned gardens have 4 times the 
recommended organic matter. She suggests that a soil 
profile be done. She is looking at more ways to make 
the Master Gardener program more accessible to all 
Oregonians. There is a discussion going on about 
lowering payback hours to 38-40 hours, considering 
having 3 core courses free on the online site, and using 
“Seed to Supper” as a segway into the Master Gardener 
program.

Brooke talked about the Webinar Series that has been 
going on the past 2 years. All of the classes that were 
seen this year can be used for recertification hours. 
There are still 3 live webinars you can participate in this 
year. If you have missed a Webinar, you can check 
them out on www.youtube.com/user/drbrooke77. 
Brooke had just returned from the National Coordinators 
Conference where the discussion included how can 
Master Gardeners be more inclusive. Ideas: timing and 
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location of meetings, cost of the program, delivery 
methods, volunteer requirements, and pathway to 
success, offer programs with our communities rather 
than to them, and that  language matters (“Vegetables 
for Everyone” vs “Growing Vegetables in Your Garden”).

238 attended the OMGA Board Meeting. Discussion on 
Mini College (aka “GG”) ensued.  A survey indicated 
that people would like the name changed back to Mini-
College. Other feedback included piggybacking with 
another conference, bringing in national speakers, have 
incentives for those working on the conference, hold the 
event every other year, and hold a one day event with a 
few well-known speakers. 

Those present at the meeting broke into small groups 
and discussed the direction of Mini-College. Consensus 
was to explore a one day event with 3 nationally known 
speakers, with the awards banquet and silent auction 
on the same day. The Executive Board will take on the 
task. 

Counties who received grants from OMGA are required 
to send a paragraph and photos to show how the 
monies helped to complete their project. 

A master list of MG’s who have completed 20, 30, 40 
years is being kept by Marcia Sherry.  Douglas County 
has 20 members who have been Master Gardeners for 
at least 20 years.  Wow!

The International Master Gardener Conference is being 
held in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, June 16-19, 2019.  
Registration will be opening soon, and housing is 
already open.

Gail Langellotto reported that the Plant Sale Task Force 
has a draft that includes initial best management 
practices, getting a temporary nursery license from 
ODA, plants need to be accurately ID’ed and tagged, 
sell pest-free plants, and that there are no invasive 
plants being sold. There will be a final draft sometime 
before the end of the year.

The Nomination Committee is looking for officers to run 
for the 2019 year. Patrice Sipos is running for state 
Treasurer.  Anyone else interested in holding a state 
office, let me know and I will be glad to submit your 
name.

Treasurer’s Report                         
Toni Rudolph 

INCOME 8/30/18 - 9/26/18
   Donations                                                                  $44.00
   Interest                                                                         $9.48
   Soil Testing                                                              $300.00
   Compost Tea                                                             $26.00
TOTAL INCOME                                                $379.48
EXPENSES 8/30/18 - 9/26/18
   Banquet                                                            $28.22
   Liability Insurance                                           $508.00
   Website Development                                     $136.39
   Discovery Garden                                        $1,070.64
   HLC Expense                                                  $230.64
   Plant Sale                                                         $10.43
   Water - Pitchford Meter                                  $205.93
TOTAL EXPENSES                                       $2,188.25
Breakdown of our accounts at 9/26/18
   NWCC - Checking                                       $3,069.81
   NWCC - Member Account                           $1,100.61
   NWCC - Savings                                       $36,622.53
Ending Balance 9/26/18                             $40,792.95  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Disease Threatens Roses              
AP Article by Janet McConnaughey  

submitted by Debby Finley 

Deadly virus spread by wind-blown mites has been 
found in 30 states.

The outlook for American-grown roses is 
becoming a bit less rosy, with the spread of 
an incurable virus that’s causing major 
damage to the nation’s $250-million-a-year 
rose business.

U.S. rose bush producers 
account for the bulk of that 
business and face a growing 
challenge from rose rosette 
disease, which can kill roses 
within three years. Its many 
symptoms include super-
thorny stems and clusters of 
stems called rosettes or 
witches’ brooms.

One producer spent $1 
million getting rid of rose 
rosette disease and some 
smaller nurseries have had to 
destroy 10,000 plants, said Dr. David Byrne 
of Texas A& M University, leader of a $4.6 
million multistate project to study the virus 
and the mite that spreads it, and to find 
resistant rose varieties.

“It moves real easily and it’s hard to detect 
initially. … That’s really scary for someone in 
production,” Byrne said. “If it gets in their pots 
in their production areas, they’ve got to 
eliminate thousands of plants. Even then they 
don’t know if they’ve got rid of it.”

He also said, “I think we’re seeing it in more 
areas now than 10 years ago.”

The virus, spread by wind-blown mites about 
half the length of a grain of salt, has been 
found in at least 30 states. In Texas, the Fort 

Worth Botanic Garden had to replace its 
entire rose collection.

The virus recently was found to have spread 
in northwest Louisiana, including the home 
city of the American Rose Society and its 
gardens — the largest U.S. park devoted to 
the national flower.

Rose rosette has been known since the early 
1940s — and was once hailed as a possible 
way to eradicate an invasive plant.

The disease was 
first identified on 
w i l d m u l t i fl o r a 
roses in California, 
t h e R o c k y 
M o u n t a i n s a n d 
Manitoba, Canada. 
In the 1990s and 
even the ea r l y 
2000s, scientists 
considered i t a 
possible way to 
c o n t r o l t h o s e 
invasive plants.

I t b e c a m e 
recognized as a 

problem for cultivated roses only in the past 
decade or so, Byrne said.

It’s the latest blow to the business. South 
American competition forced most U.S. 
growers out of the cut flower market over the 
past several decades. That market has 
withered from $200 million in 1990 to $22 
million in 2015.

The virus threatens the rose bush business, 
valued at more than $200 million in 2015.

It appears to be a growing issue as more and 
more cu l t i va ted roses a re used in 
landscapes, according to a website created 
by a coalition of rose producers and 
scientists. 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The Plant Clinic was not 
too busy this month of 
September. Even so, we 
cont inue to get many 
challenging insect, weed 
ID, and garden questions. 
T h e q u e s t i o n s f o r 
S e p t e m b e r i n c l u d e d 
problems like blossom end 
rot and sun scorch to 
tomatoes, and powdery 

mildew to squash and some ornamentals. In addition, 
we have been helping clients with water management 
and drought damage to plants, particularly trees and 
shrubs. Our trainees are always so enjoyable to get to 
know, and it is fun to introduce them to our Plant Clinic. 
We are lucky to have a great training team with Leo 
Grass, Bonnie Courter, Karolyn Riecks, Larry Sutton, 
and Chris Rusch.   A BIG thank you to all of you who 
regularly work at the Plant Clinic!

We had over 60 visitors in the Plant Clinic this month.

The clinic hours will change in October. We will be open 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 1-4. We always 
need veterans to help in the Plant Clinic both in 
continuing to help our new volunteers and keeping up 
with the work load of assisting our visitors to the Plant 
Clinic. However, for October we don’t have many 
openings, so hurry in to sign-up! The Plant Clinic is a 
great way to promote our Master Gardener Program 
and encourage sustainable gardening in Douglas 
County. And besides, it’s a fun way to get to know fellow 
MG’s as well as a chance to learn new things!
 
If you are in town, stop by and say hi!

2019 Winter Training                   
Bonnie Courter & Kish Doyle 

Winter Training Class of 2019 begins January 8 and we 
couldn’t be more excited! This will be the last year that 
our Fearless Leader, Steve Renquist, will be facilitating 
the program as well as being a keynote speaker, so 
we’re planning on making this the best year ever!  Our 
beloved Botany lecturer, John Punches, will be making 
his way here from the wilds of northeastern Oregon to 
regale us with his plant knowledge for the first two 

sessions as well. The class is now full at 32 with many 
on the waiting list.

It was decided to forego the usual student orientation in 
November. Steve will be doing his extensive interviews 
with new students and handing out their notebooks at 
the same time.

We have a great roster of well-seasoned mentors and 
alternates, as well as some eager beaver volunteers 
from the 2018 class. As we all know, mentoring is a 
year-long commitment and the core to success in 
seeing our new students thrive and become actively 
involved in the program year after year. 

Mark your calendars now for the two mentor training 
sessions. The first session will be on Wednesday, Nov. 
7th, at 10:00 in the Annex Auditorium. We ask that all 
mentors and alternates attend both sessions. This 
session will give you the big overview picture of being a 
mentor.

Our second mentor training session will be on 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, at 10:00 in the auditorium. This 
will be all about the nitty gritty details of mentoring, and 
we will answer your concerns and questions as well. 
Hopefully we will also have you paired up with your 
students by then so you can begin contacting and 
building a relationship with them. Even if you’ve 
mentored before, it’s imperative that you attend these 
sessions. If you cannot make one, please contact Kish 
or myself.

Thank you all so much for volunteering for this 
important task! Your mentoring skills are vital to keeping 
Douglas County Master Gardeners the strong, thriving, 
and fun organization we all enjoy. 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Oregon State University 

Master Gardener™  
2019 Winter Training Program 

Douglas County- Roseburg    Tuesday 8:30 AM- 4:00 PM 

January 8 AM  Botany I                John Punches 
  PM Climate and Weather  

of Douglas County    Steve Renquist 

January 15   AM Veg Propagation*/Plant ID  Team/Chris Rusch 
   Discovery Garden Orientation 
  PM Botany II       John Punches 
    
January 22  AM Pruning Trees, Shrubs, Vines             Steve Renquist 
  PM Veg Propagation*/ Plant ID   Team/Chris Rusch 
   Discovery Garden orientation 

January 29 AM Concurrent Sessions   Master Gardeners   
  PM Tree Fruit/Greenhouse Seeding* Steve Renquist/MG’s   
    
February 5   AM Compost/Biochar   Joe Yetter/Scott McKain 
  PM Tree Fruit/Greenhouse Seeding* Steve Renquist/ MG’s   
   
February 12 AM Pesticide Safety   Steve Renquist 

PM Weed ID and Control    Shelby Filley 
       
February 19 AM Plant Disease    Steve Renquist   
  PM Vegetable Gardening    Marjorie Neal 

February 26 AM Care of Urban Trees/Seed Saving      Tal Blankenship   
  PM Soils/Fertilizer    Sara Runkel 
     
March 5 AM Berry Crops    Steve Renquist 
  PM Insects     Rich Little  

March 12 AM Vert. Pests/Xeriscaping      Leo Grass/ Geoff Puryear 
  PM IPM     Steve Renquist     
March 19 AM Discovery Garden Final*   Master Gardener Team  
  PM  Final Exam Review   Steve Renquist 

Locations: Douglas County Extension Office-Roseburg, 1134 S.E. Douglas Ave.      
 *Class at the Discovery Garden (near River Forks Park) 238 River Forks Park Rd



Building a Stronger Outreach Team 
Steve Renquist 

I would like to help our chapter build a stronger 
outreach team during the next six months to help Jude 
Stensland, our Outreach Coordinator, meet the 
demands of the county. Jude or I regularly get phone 
calls from community groups asking for presenters to 
teach certain gardening topics. Our list of participating 
Master Gardeners in our outreach program is getting a 
little short. We need to bolster our group participation in 
this area of our county program. 

Reaching out to our local community with timely 
gardening information is one of the primary goals of our 
Master Gardener program. I would like to encourage all 
Master Gardeners to think about what topic or topics 
you are comfortable with and that your level of 
knowledge on sustainable gardening methods is up-to-
date. In most cases the people seeking our guidance 
are beginning to intermediate gardeners who want to 
learn about a topic and just need to be brought up-to-
date on sustainable gardening methods.  

Topics that we most often get asked to teach include 
growing herbs, Dahlias, bulb gardens, vegetable 
gardening, fruit tree care, pruning of shade trees and 
ornamentals, organic gardening, seeding, soil 
fertilization, composting, vermiculture, pest control for 
food crops and ornamentals, irrigation, butterfly 
gardens, and Xeriscaping. Look over this list of 
gardening topics and let me know if you would like to 
advise Jude that you can be a contact person for a 
given topic when she gets a request for a speaker. My 
office has a whole row of three ring notebooks with 
presentations on most of these topics already prepared. 
I am happy to work with you to look at our existing 
presentation materials to see that they are up-to-date 
and that you are comfortable talking about the given 
topic.

I know we have a large number of Master Gardeners 
who for years have successfully practiced sustainable 
gardening methods. Being a part of the outreach team 
does not require a big time commitment, but we would 
like to draw on your knowledge to advise others in the 
county. The more Master Gardeners we get to help with 

the outreach program the wider our message of 
sustainable gardening methods gets taught. I 
encourage you to call me if you want help preparing 
outreach materials on the topic of your interest.  

Our group has done an amazing job with our Discovery 
Garden, and Victory Garden. These sites are ready and 
waiting for Master Gardeners to teach classes at. Think 
about what community groups you interact with and 
invite them out to our site for a class. Let’s be proactive 
and use our wonderful site for what it is made for, 
teaching sustainable gardening. 

Cheers, Steve  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2018 Bake Sale                                     
Janet Parkerson 

The holiday times are 
quickly approaching as 
depicted in the retail 
outlets. Traditionally our 
chapter has put on a bake 
sale the Saturday prior to 
Thanksgiving. Please save 
t h i s y e a r ’ s d a t e , 
Saturday, November 17, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on your 
calendar. Once again 
Sher m’s Thunderbird 
Market has generously 
offered the use of their 
premises for this event. 

We passed around the sign-up sheets for the various 
working committees, baked goods needed, etc., at 
the September Chapter Meeting. If you didn’t make 
it to the meeting, I’m sorry you missed your chance 
to sign up for your favorite job at the Bake Sale. But, 
we have a solution! The sign-up sheets have been set 
up in the Plant Clinic to make it easy to sign up. In 
the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me, Janet Parkerson, Bake Sale 
Chairperson: 541-660-6586, 
shespriceless@yahoo.com 

mailto:shespriceless@yahoo.com
mailto:shespriceless@yahoo.com


More Scribblings from the Little Free 
Library Journal 

9/23/2018 Sunday 
I am writing from Central Coast of California. I 
volunteer at the Children’s Garden at our county’s 
Botanical Garden. We are always looking for 
ways to improve our garden on a very low budget 
(non-profit garden). I am hoping there are some 
ideas that I may borrow from your wonderful 
garden. 
I also see potential for some ideas to share with 
my daughter who is the site supervisor on our 
community college campus (learning lab, pre-
school) for college students pursuing an education 
in Early Childhood Education. They will be 
breaking ground for a brand new facility in 2019 
(very exciting). 
Thank you for providing a fabulous place for 
families to come and mingle in the garden, feel the 
warmth of the sun, breathe the fresh air & 
experience nature! 
Bless you! 
Laura M. Wagner, Paso Robles, California 

*An Urgent Request*                       
Barbara Robinson 

We have an urgent need for someone who would be 
willing to monitor the heat beds and heaters in our 
greenhouses during the colder months. John Denny has 
been doing this for the past several years, but a new 
person or persons are needed ASAP. I’m sure John 
would be willing to share the in’s and out’s of this task.

In a nutshell, we have a heat gun that measures the 
temperature in the heat beds which need to be kept at a 
certain temperature. We also have propane heaters in 
several of the greenhouses that need to be monitored to 
make sure they are functioning properly. 

As a side note, if our heat beds and heaters are not 
functioning, we lose our inventory for the Plant Sale. If 
we lose inventory, we lose dollars going to support ALL 
of our activities and functions including the Discovery 
Garden, Plant Clinic, Winter Training, etc. With the Plant 
Sale producing 85% of our income, we could not 
function without these funds.

This task could be divided between 2 individuals who 
are willing to communicate with one another. Please 
consider fulfilling this important position. If you have 
questions or want to help us out, please email Barbara 
Robinson at barbararob@gmail.com.  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OSU DOUGLAS COUNTY MASTER GARDENER 
CHAPTER MEETING 
September 27, 2018 

(Photos: K.Doyle/B.Courter) 

Call-To-Order: President Nancy Fuller meeting to order 
at 10:00 in the Pavilion at the Master Gardener 
Discovery Garden. 

Agenda: Approved with the addition of the Bake Sale to 
Committee Reports.

Minutes: The August Chapter Meeting minutes were 
approved as published online. The September 
Executive Board minutes were approved as published 
online.

Agent’s Report - Steve Renquist:

The 2019 MG class is full with 32 new students. The 
first class will be on January 8, 2019 and the last class 
on March 19, 2019.

During the first 6 months of 2019, Steve would like to 
put together a plan for the 2020 Winter Training 
including the schedule and speakers, including 

speakers 
for topics 
S t e v e 
generally 
c o v e r s .  
S o m e 
topics are 
available 
remotely 
t h r o u g h 
OSU. 

On October 8, 2018, the four finalists for the position of 
Douglas County Extension Office Manager will be 
interviewed.

On Thursday, November 1, 2018, an IPM (Integrated 
Pest Management) session will be held in the OSU 
Extension Auditorium from 9 am to 1 pm. Topics will be 
on current pest problems (Eastern Filbert Blight, 
Flathead Borers, and Brown Marmorated Stink Bugs) 
and on pesticide stewardship.  These sessions count for 
recertification credits.  

On Saturday, November 3, 2018, Jackson County 
Master Gardener Association will hold their “Winter 
Dreams Summer Gardens” symposium. The 
symposium will be held at the Higher Education Center 
Facility, a SOU/RCC Facility located at 101 S Bartlett 
St. Medford, OR 97502 from 9 am to 4:30 pm. The cost 
is $45 for a full day of classes, lunch included.  Search 
“Jackson County Winter Dreams” and the information 
came right up.

There will be one more Diagnostic Class at 10:00 on 
October 31, 2018 at the home of Diane Smith-
Lewsadder at 260 Rio Verde Lane, Roseburg.

From October 30 through November 14, the OSU 
Extension Office will be shorthanded and the 4-H 
assistant will be filling in.  Be welcoming, patient, and 
helpful during this time.

OFFICER REPORTS

Membership – Kay Livermore

Membership is 248.

Steve Renquist approved a new mailer for the DCMG 
Annual Membership Dues and the Annual OSU 
Volunteer Forms.  Mary Hoffman, OSU Extension 
Secretary/Bookkeeper, will mail each DCMG a 
membership renewal form and the OSU Volunteer 
Forms along with a return envelope. This mailing is 
planned for late November. Mary will process the 
Volunteer Forms and place dues/renewal forms in the 
Plant Clinic drawer. The Extension Office will pay for the 
mailing; however, members will be responsible for 
return postage. Dues received without signed volunteer 
forms will be returned to members.
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OMGA Representative – Rosemary Brinkley:

Rosemary attended the 3rd quarter OMGA Leadership 
Forum/Board Meeting on September 14 and 15, 2018 in 
Corvallis (Benton County).  

$298 was earned from our donations to the silent 
auction at the G-2 conference.

At the Leadership Forum, there were discussions on 
making the MG program more accessible to all 
individuals, reducing the payback hours, making the MG 
program free online, and having MG’s be more 
proact ive wi th s ta te leg is la tors and county 
commissioners to make our funding needs known.

At the OMGA Board Meeting there was discussion of 
changing the name of the G-2 conference back to Mini-
College, changing the Mini-College into a 1 day event 
with 3 nationally known speakers, the silent auction and 
the awards banquet all in one day. Other discussion 
was on the Plant Sale Task Force, and the requirement 
of counties to report on the use of grant monies 
(including a picture of the project).

Steve reported that Gail Langellotto sent out a 
questionnaire on Plant Sales which he forwarded to 
Tasha, Barbara, and Betty Ison to respond to. He 
received comments back from Gail on what an 
informative and well-written response was received 
from Betty.  

OMGA Representative 
Rosemary Brinkley will 
pub l i sh a comple te 
s u m m a r y o f t h e 
Leadership Forum and 
Board Meeting in the 
Newsletter.

Tr e a s u r e r – To n i 
Rudolph: 

The financials are on the 
DCMG website with the 
minutes.

Place expense reports in 
the Treasurer’s tray and 
not in the money drawer.

The preliminary budget will be presented at the October 
Executive Board Meeting, at the October chapter 
meeting and voted on at the November chapter 
meeting.

Vice President – Vicki Barrett:

The October Continuing Education program on 
“Medicinal Plants” will be presented by Rod Trotter, 
Herbalist. The program will be from 9 to 10 am (prior to 
the chapter meeting).

Past President – Chris Rusch:
Congratulations to the new officers and thanks to 
everyone who hosted the summer meetings which were 
all located along the eastern edge of Douglas County.

President – Nancy Fuller:

My goal is to “get our ducks in a row” and have a 
smooth transition as we become part of the Southern 
Region and work with our new Regional Director, Willy 
Riggs.

Plans for the new sign by the entry gate are nearing 
completion and should be in place before the rains 
begin. We will purchase and install a bike rack and the 
Doggie Way Station at the same time. 

Karen Glatz is retiring from her sign-making duties.  
Anne Bacon has volunteered to do signs for the 
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Discovery Garden.  Nancy thanked Karen for all the 
signs she has designed for the garden.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Community Outreach – Jude Stensland:

Georgia Richards gave a presentation at the Glide 
Garden club the First Thursday September 6th. She 
talked to around 19 people about blackberry and poison 
oak eradication.  

Richard Vander Velden gave a talk on mushroom 
growing and harvesting to six Sutherlin Garden club 
members.  It was a very entertaining class, and might 
be a good one for the Master Gardeners Continuing Ed.

I have been volunteering at Fremont Middle School in 
their courtyard garden, teaching kids pruning and winter 
gardening. I helped with the Kitchen Garden Project and 
installed new raised beds. This is a great place to 
volunteer.

I am looking for volunteers to help with the outreach 
program. Please contact me at 541-430-2080 or at 
jude999s@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer.

Plant Clinic – Chris Rusch :

Contacts decrease in the fall.  There were 65 contacts 
in September. In October, the Plant Clinic will be open 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday and the calendar is full 
for October.   

Greenhouse West – Barbara Robinson:

A small crew has been working root pruning.  All of the 
beds are full of plants for the 2019 plant sale.

Thank you to Steve Hart for building a cupboard for all 
the greenhouse manuals.
Thank you to Dave Clark for repairing leaks in the water 
system.
Thank you to John Denny for monitoring the heat 
system daily and maintaining even temperatures in the 
heat beds. John is retiring and a replacement is needed 
for this important position at the Greenhouse West. His 
job is vital for growing plants and seedlings for the plant 
sale.

Greenhouse East – Bruce Gravens/Ann Severson 
(Bonnie Durick reported):

Volunteers are cleaning, pruning and propagating 
plants.

Bonnie thanked everyone working to replace broken/
rotten pallets in the holding area. The old pallets were 
placed on the burn pile. Julie Stanbery will check with 
the county to make sure they can be burned rather than 
taken to the dump.

Awards – Betty Ison: 
Damion Czar and Carol Duncan earned their 60-hour 
swing bars.
 
Discovery Garden – Julie Stanbery:

Thank you to 
D a v e C l a r k , 
Dave Hopkins, 
Steve, Ray, Ivor, 
and Gale for all 
t h e i r w o r k 
o n ” P u n c h e s 
Palace.”

The “Punches 
Palace” sign is 
on the brown shed.  Thank you to Fred, Steve, Kathy 
and Ray.

Bonnie Durick cleaned out the original storage area.
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LED lights have been installed in the barn. Please turn 
off the lights when you leave the building.

Steve Hart built a ramp to the elevated platform. Thank 
you Steve.

The river water will be off from October 2 to October 4 
while the new power pole is installed.
Beginning the week of October 10, Discovery Garden 
watering will be once a week until “The Days That the 
Rain Come Down and Mother Earth Smiles Again.”

The Butterfly Garden is thriving. The small daylily bed 
by the compost area is available for someone wanting 
to volunteer in the Butterfly Garden.

The gutters on the pavilion will be repaired and covers 
added to keep the leaves out of the gutters.

Garry Gerlach thanked everyone who helped mulch the 
Entry Garden.

Victory Garden – Ruth Stafford: (Mik Carlson 
reported)

5,241 pounds have been donated to UCAN Year-to-
date.
837 pounds have been donated by the Easy Access 
Garden and Home gardeners delivering their produce to 
the Victory Garden on Tuesday.
If Master Gardeners take produce directly to UCAN be 
sure to donate as a Master Gardener.

Newsletter – Bonnie Courter: Please submit articles 
for the Newsletter by Saturday, September 29, 2018.

Winter Program – Kish Doyle/Bonnie Courter:

Bonnie announced that mentor trainings would be held 
on November 7 and December 5 at 10 am, lasting 
approximately one hour. Both mentors and alternates 
should attend. The training will be held in the upstairs 
conference room at the OSU Extension Office. 

Publicity – Diane Circle:

An article was placed in the paper indicating the new 
Plant Clinic Hours.

Please contact her if you would like any publicity for 
upcoming events.

Awards Banquet – Judy Huntley: (Toni Rudolph 
reported for Judy)

Sign-ups for the banquet are closed.  Those attending 
should bring their Hawaiian delights and plan to have a 
great time.

Hallmark – Linda Thames: 
 
Ted Benice is looking great after the installation of his 
pacemaker!  Welcome back.

Beth Whitcomb has been put on Hospice. If any friends 
wish to bring food, please contact her husband, Roger, 
at 408-309-5426.  Do not call Beth’s phone number 
listed in the DCMG Roster.

Bake Sale – Janet Parkerson:

The bake sale date is Saturday, November 17, which is 
the weekend before Thanksgiving. The bake sale will be 
at Sherm’s again this year. We will be located in the 
area once used for the bottle returns.

Volunteers are needed for:
• Receiving/pricing baked goods on Friday, November 

16, at the Extension Office Kitchen  and on Saturday 
morning

• Manning the booth at Sherm’s on Saturday
• Picking up baked goods from members
• Donations of ingredients for baked goods, i.e. flour, 

sugar, shortening, fruit, nuts, etc.
Sign-up sheets are at the head table and will be in the 
Plant Clinic
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OLD BUSINESS
The Amazon Smiles and 
Fred Meyer donations 
programs have been put 
on hold until after the 
b u d g e t h a s b e e n 
completed.

Garden Signs – Meeting to 
finalize the signs today 
after the chapter meeting. 
T h e o n l y r e m a i n i n g 
question is if there are any 
rules regarding the type of 
bike rack we can install.  

NEW BUSINESS
Budget – The information received will be compiled and 
presented to the Executive Board in October, the 
members at the October chapter meeting, and voted on 
at the November chapter meeting.

SHOW AND TELL
Anne Bacon has pictures of “scat” left by an animal that 
this scaring her cats. She would welcome help in 
identifying the owner. So far, suggestions have been 
bear, wolf, lynx, or bobcat.

Judy Dake, the Master Gardener who started the 
Childrens’ Garden, is stepping down as a garden 
volunteer. Sharon Hopkins presented Judy with a thank 
you gift for all her years of 
s e r v i c e / v o l u n t e e r i n g . 
Sharon and Betty Bean 
would welcome another 
volunteer in the Children’s 
Garden.

Elva Sellens attended the 
American Dahlia Society’s 
2018 National Show at the 
Longwood Gardens in 
Pennsylvania. There were 
over 2,000 blooms 
exhibited for this 
competitive show.  Elva 
received awards for two of 
her entries.  
Congratulations, Elva!

Bob Brindley and other MG contributors brought several 
varieties of tomatoes for members to taste and vote on.  
What is your favorite variety?  The meeting adjourned to 
the tasting table! 

Meeting Adjournment: President Nancy Fuller 
adjourned the meeting at 11:30 AM

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Bordeaux, Secretary
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Douglas County Master Gardeners

Newsletter: The deadline for the November 2018 Newsletter is October 27th. E-mail submissions to Bonnie 
Courter: rbcourter@gmail.com 

Website: www.douglascountymg.org 

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/pages/Douglas-County-Master-Gardeners/251882398200487 

Horticulture Agent: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/douglas/horticulture, 
steve.renquist@oregonstate.edu 

OSU Douglas County Extension Service: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/douglas 

OSU Gardening Information: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening 

OSU Master Gardeners Program: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/mg 

Oregon Master Gardeners Association (OMGA): www.oregonmastergardeners.org  

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, 
activities, and materials on this basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, familial/parental 
status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, genetic information, 
veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.)  If you have a physical disability that requires special considerations in order for 

you to attend an event, please notify the office at 541-672-4461 no later than 2 weeks prior to event date.   This publication will be made 
available in an accessible alternative format upon request.  Please contact Bonnie Courter, 541-672-3071, rbcourter@gmail.com.
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