
The President’s Post 
Chris Rusch 

Fall has finally arrived! We had our September meeting at the Discovery 
Garden Pavilion last Thursday and it was a beautiful morning. Our Discovery 
garden was a glorious setting for our meeting. From the lovely dahlias and 
roses near the pavilion to all the amazing gardens and greenhouses beyond, 
it’s clear our volunteers have been really busy this month. Thank you, 
everyone, for making this a truly wonderful place to be proud of. 

We found out at our meeting that our Chapter was awarded the Karl Carlson 
Grant of $250. This grant will go toward creating signage for our Discovery 
Garden to educate the public on the proper etiquette to exhibit in a public 
garden (like “stay on the paths”, “don’t pick the flowers”, “keep your dog on a 
leash”, etc.). Our committee to come up with some guidelines includes 
Sharon Hopkins, Julie Stanbery, Betty Ison and myself. If you have any 
input, or want to get involved, send me an email.
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Oct. 2017 Calendar 
Mon., Oct. 2, 10:00-Noon       
Insect Committee                
Tues., Oct. 3, 9:00-Noon        
Victory Garden work crew    
Greenhouse Crews                 

Sat., Oct. 7, 5:30            
Awards Banquet, 1st United 
Methodist Church, Roseburg                                             
Tues.,  Oct. 10, 9:00-Noon                    
Victory Garden work crew    
Greenhouse Crews                
Wed., Oct. 11, 10:00-Noon         
Executive Board Meeting, Rm.310, 
Courthouse                          

Mon., Oct. 16, 10:00-Noon        
Insect Committee                
Tues., Oct. 17, 9:00-Noon         
Victory Garden work crew    
Greenhouse Crews                

Tues., Oct. 24, 9:00-Noon      
Victory Garden work crew    
Greenhouse Crews               
Thurs.,Oct. 26, 9:00-10:00   
Continuing Education, 1st United 
Methodist Church, Roseburg              
Thurs., Oct. 26, 10:00          
Chapter Meeting, 1st United 
Methodist Church, Roseburg                  

Tues., Oct. 31, 9:00-Noon       
Victory Garden work crew    
Greenhouse Crews                         

Thurs., Nov. 2, 10:00-11:00    
Mentor Mtg., Rm.310, Courthouse                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

DOUGLAS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 
NEWSLETTER 

 Volume 32, Issue 10                          October  2017 



We graduated a healthy group of apprentices in the 
spring. Many have finally achieved their 60 hours finally. 
Congratulations to all of our new volunteers that have 
completed their commitment to our program. The 2018 
classes will be coming up again in January. To all our 
new members, please consider volunteering to mentor 
our newest recruits.

Finally, October is the month in which we recognize our 
accomplishments for the year at the Awards Banquet. 
Come join us for a delightful meal, good company, 
some personal recognition, and the chance to recognize 
your fellow volunteers for what they have done in the 
past year.

As I was out walking this morning I felt a chill in the air - 
it was 40 degrees, and the leaves are beginning to turn 
into their fall colors. I was reminded that we need to 
think about wrapping up our gardens for fall. Here are 
examples of summer-into-fall plantings: 

• Pull out old pea vines and plant carrot seeds in their 
place. 

• Yank bolted broccoli and replace with a crop of lettuce 
and salad greens. 

• Harvest the rest of the beets and sow a crop of kale. 

• Replace tomatoes in the fall with an overwintering crop 
of garlic or shallots. 

• Remove your spent squash plants and put in crimson 
clover (a cover crop) to protect the soil over the winter. 

• Compost bitter lettuce and replace with a batch of 
scallions, leeks or radishes.

P.S. Our social networking is paying off! If you are a 
Facebook person please come to our DCMG Facebook 
page and “like us”. https://www.facebook.com/
douglascountymastergardeners

See you at the Banquet!

OMGA Report 
Nancy Fuller 

The 3rd Quarter OMGA meetings were held at the 
Jackson County Extension office in Central Point.  The 
Leadership Forum was held on Friday, September 15, 
and the Board of Directors meeting on Saturday, 
September 16.

Leadership Forum

The Forum was an active workshop on project 
development led by Hart Wilson from Southern Oregon 
University. The topics included understanding the 
dynamics of your project team, developing and 
selecting projects, and project planning.  Each 
participant did a temperament self-assessment that 
identified them as a doer, an influencer, a relater, or a 
thinker.  Many fit multiple categories and others only 
one. This information was used to understand the many 
personalities that may be found on project teams and 
how each personality has its strong points that can be 
used most effectively.  Sample projects were developed 
and presented to the group as part of the workshop.  
Ms. Wilson will continue her presentation at the 4th 
quarter Leadership Forum.

Board of Directors Meeting

Because of many verbal complaints and concerns 
presented to the OMGA President, Seamus Ramirez, 
there will now be a form on the OMGA website to 
address these. The filled forms will be sent to Sam 
Sadtler, the current Past President for first review.  He 
will then forward them to the appropriate Executive 
Board member for resolution. Seamus hopes this will 
lead to fact-based complaints and concerns rather than 
speculation or malicious comments.

Linfield College will be the site for the 2018 Mini-
College. Ann Geyer, Lincoln County, will be the 
coordinator. She will be sending an email looking for 
volunteers to form an advisory committee for Mini-
College. She hopes to also have input from the 
chapters’ Master Gardener of the Year and the OMGA 
representatives. There is still debate on whether Mini-
College will continue as a yearly event or change to 
biennial.
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Gail Langellotto was not able to join the meeting. She 
was enjoying a much-needed vacation after the 
successful International Master Gardener Conference 
(IMGC). She did email an extensive report. The 
conference cleared approximately $40,000 which will be 
used to support the statewide Master Gardener (MG) 
program. Gail proposes that approximately $1,000 per 
year be used to bring high quality speakers to Mini-
College.

Gail is also looking for an MG faculty person and an 
OMGA board member to join the Community 
Horticulture Advisory Panel (CHAP).  In 2018, CHAP 
will be working on how to re-envision the MG training 
program. Goals are to have the training be more active 
and interactive, more broadly accessible, and more fun.   

OMGA did not sell many “Master Gardener” visors at 
the IMGC so they’ll be trying to sell them at Mini-
College. If any chapters would like to buy some from 
OMGA to sell at their own events, that is possible.

The Audit committee did not have a report for this 
quarter.  At the last meeting, it was voted to change the 
quarterly audits to yearly audits beginning in 2018. The 
committee misunderstood the timeline for the change so 
they’ll have a report for the 4th quarter meeting.

A change to the OMGA bylaws was approved by the 
Board. Article VI, Section 3 will now state: “The Officers 
shall serve one-year terms commencing on January 1”.  
It formerly stated that officer terms began on November 
1st which was a conflict due to officers not being elected 
until the 4th quarter Board meeting which is held in 
November.

Any changes in chapter bylaws need to be sent to the 
OMGA Treasurer for IRS records.  Any address 
changes also need to be sent to the Treasurer.

Chapter awards were presented by Sue Nesbitt and 
Seamus Ramirez. These included the MG of the Year, 
the Behind the Scenes MG of the Year, Karl Carlson 
grants, Extension Educator grants, and Send-a-Friend 
scholarships.  Douglas County received both a Karl 
Carlson (Garden Etiquette signage) and an Extension 
Educator grant (Garden Safety signage).  A 40 year 
service award and three 30 year service awards were 
given to individual Lane County members.

Sue and Seamus presented the state MG of the Year 
award to Katherine Johnson, Columbia County.  The 
state Behind the Scenes MG of the Year will be 
announced at a later date.

Restructuring of the OMGA Officers descriptions and 
duties is planned.  An ad hoc committee will be formed 
to address these changes.

Sue Nesbitt is requesting nominees for the OMGA 
Officer positions. She would like to have the ballot sent 
out to the Board members by October 22nd. In addition, 
she’s looking for volunteers to chair the committees for 
the Karl Carlson grant, the Search for Excellence, and 
Send-a-Friend, plus someone for the Historian position. 

Sue is also looking for hosts for next year’s meetings. 
She gladly accepted Douglas County’s offer to host in 
June 2018.

Seamus made a second request for speakers who have 
presented interesting topics to the local chapters.  He’s 
creating a list that will be a reference for all the chapters 
to use when looking for speakers for meetings.

Voting for the Executive Board Officers will take place at 
the 4th Quarter meeting in November.  The meeting will 
be held in Josephine County. 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First cantaloupe from the Victory Garden! Diana Circle 
giving it the “slurp test” and Ruth Stafford proudly holding it 
up for the camera. (Photo: Maureen Benice)



2018 Winter Training 
Denise Fennell 

We are gearing up for the 2018 Winter Training 
program!   Our Winter Training of Master Gardeners will 
start on January 2, 2018, and this year looks to be 
another good year for new students. Our class is now 
full with others on the waiting list.   Becoming a mentor 
you will learn a lot, meet new people, make new friends 
AND guide someone as he or she becomes a Master 
Gardener. This is a year-long commitment and a 
significant way to give back to the program. I would like 
to really encourage last year’s class to step up and be 
mentors this year because it’s a great way to pay it 
forward! Please email me if you are interested in being 
a mentor for 2018 class or even an alternate mentor. 
You will find you get so much more out of the class as a 
mentor because there is no stress of reading 
assignments or homework!

There will be no Orientation this year as our Annex is 
currently under construction. So Steve will be doing a 
more extensive interview process at which time they will 
get their books.

The first training session will be on Thursday, Nov. 2nd, 
at 10am, at the Courthouse Room 310. This session will 
give you the big overview of being a mentor. If you want 
to be a mentor, please be at this session, even if you 
have mentored before.

Tuesday, December 5th, at 10am, will be our second 
session, also at the Courthouse, Room 310. This 
session is all about the details of mentoring. If you are 
signed up to be a mentor or alternate mentor, please be 
in attendance, even if you’ve mentored. It’s very 
important you attend. If you’re an alternate be sure to 
come as well   so if you have to step in as substitute, 
you’ll know what you need to do. Be sure to mark your 
calendars now!

I cannot thank you all enough for taking the time to do 
this important job! Without you this would not be the 
huge success it is.

Denise Fennell
Winter Training Coordinator 
douglascountymastergardener@gmail.com

Membership Director 
Diana Circle 

Hello Master Gardeners!

This month starts our membership drive. And while 
dues, technically, are not due until January 1, 2018, it 
really helps to have them early. That being said, 
attached is the 2018 Membership Renewal Form.  

NOTE - For those wanting to have the Newsletter 
mailed to you, the price of postage is $8.75 for the year. 
We are hoping that this increase will last us for a few 
years.

Also on the form is a new line to complete - 
RESPONSIBILITIES/TITLE. Please list any office on 
the board and area of responsibilities that apply to you. 
This information is listed on our rosters and your 
completing it will sure help keep our records current.

If you cannot print the attached form on the last page of 
this newsletter and mail it to me with your check, you 
can pick up a copy of the form at the plant clinic. 
PLEASE don’t just turn in your check - write down your 
information on a note and include it with your check. 

The strength of our group is our membership. Looking 
forward to seeing you all in 2018! 

Diana Circle, DCMG Membership Director
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Oregon State University 

Master Gardener™  
2018 Winter Training Program 

Douglas County- Roseburg    Tuesday 9:00 AM- 4:00 PM 

January 2 AM  Botany I                John Punches 
  PM Climate and Weather  

of Douglas County    Steve Renquist 

January 9   AM Pruning Trees, Shrubs, Vines  Steve Renquist 
  PM Veg Propagation*/Tree Fruit    Team/Steve Renquist 
   Discovery Garden orientation 

January 16  AM Botany II    John Punches 
  PM Veg Propagation*/ Tree Fruit              Team/Steve Renquist 
   Discovery Garden orientation 

January 23 AM Concurrent Sessions   Master Gardeners   
  PM Plant ID/Greenhouse Seeding* Chris Rusch/MG’s  
     
January 30   AM Pesticide Safety   Jeff Choate 
  PM Plant ID/Greenhouse Seeding* Chris Rusch/ MG’s  
    
February 6 AM Compost/Biochar   Joe Yetter/Scott McKain 

PM Plant Disease     Steve Renquist 
       
February 13 AM Soils/Fertilization   Sara Runkel   
  PM Vegetable Gardening    Marjorie Neal 

February 20 AM Care of Urban Trees/Native Plants     Tal Blankenship   
  PM Weed ID and Control   Shelby Filley  
     
February 27 AM Berry Crops    Steve Renquist 
  PM Insects     Rich Little  

March 6 AM Vert. Pests/Xeriscaping      Leo Grass/ Geoff Puryear 
  PM IPM     Steve Renquist   
  
March 13 AM Discovery Garden Final*   Master Gardener Team  
  PM  Final Exam Review   Steve Renquist 

*Class at the Discovery Garden (near River Forks Park) 238 River Forks Park Rd



Plant Clinic 
Chris Rusch 

The Plant Clinic 
w a s b u s y i n 
September. Many 
insect and garden 
questions continue 
to come in. Our 
trainees are always 
so enjoyable to get 

to know, and it is fun to introduce them to our Plant 
Clinic. Most of our trainees have completed their 36 
hour requirement and are now beginning to step 
into veteran roles. We are lucky to have a great 
training team with Leo Grass, Bonnie Courter, Larry 
Sutton, Karolyn Riecks, and Chris Rusch.  A BIG 
thank you to all of you who regularly work at the 
Plant Clinic!

We had 65 visitors in the Plant Clinic this month. 
This is a bit less than last year this time.

We will begin our winter hours this month. The 
clinic will only be open Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays for the month of October and November.
 
We need veterans to help in the Plant Clinic both in 
continuing to help our new volunteers and keeping 
up with the work load of assisting our visitors to the 
Plant Clinic. We have plenty of openings.  I realize 
we all have very busy lives, but,  I encourage each 
of you to take time, look at your calendar and pick 
just one afternoon each month and give the office a 
call and sign up. The Plant Clinic is where we give 
service as part of our Master Gardener obligation 
to our community. Please try to volunteer your 
expertise at least once a month to help out in this 
important outreach program. The Plant Clinic is a 
great way to promote our Master Gardener 
Program and encourage sustainable gardening in 
Douglas County.
 
If you are in town, stop by and say hi!
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Fred’s Fav’s

Getting rid of the extra rain on top of the Westside 
Greenhouse outside workstation. The crew even collected the 
rain in wheelbarrows for use on the plants. Master Gardeners 
are always thinking ahead, after all - we are educated to use  
sustainable gardening practices. (Photo: Fred Alley)



Dahlia Show                                            
Kish Doyle 

The Douglas County 
Dahlia Show was in 
town last weekend at 
the Fairgrounds. Our 
very own Elva Sellens 
part ic ipated in the 
show with a number of 
entries.  She received 
s e v e r a l a w a r d s 
including Best Oregon 
Origination for a dahlia 
s h e d e v e l o p e d i n 
Oregon. She also got 
awards for different 

styles and groupings of 
her dahlias. She 
has a beautiful 
d i s p l a y i n t h e 
Discovery Garden 
r i g h t n o w a n d 
everyone should 
go and see her 
flowers. Dahlias 
have more sizes 
and styles than 
almost any other 
fl o w e r g r o w n . 
Congratulations, 
E l v a , o n y o u r 
accomplishments.

Treasurer’s Report                        
Patrice Sipos 

INCOME 8/28/2017 - 9/27/2017
   Post Plant Sale                                                          $12.25
   Soil Testing                                                                $70.00
   Special Event - T-Shirts                                             $31.36
   Compost Tea                                                             $32.00
TOTAL INCOME                                                        $145.61

EXPENSES 8/28/2017 - 9/27/2017
   Scholarships                                                         $1,500.00
   Hospitality                                                                $115.67
   Liability Insurance                                                    $541.00
   Postage                                                                      $13.23
   Management & General                                             $23.62
   Clinic & Office                                                           $129.39
   Discovery Garden                                                     $840.80
   HLC                                                                           $143.68
   Plant Sale                                                                  $701.85
   Special Event - T-Shirts                                                $0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES                                                  $4,009.24

Breakdown of our accounts at 9/27/2017
   Umpqua Checking                                                       $0.00
   Umpqua MMK                                                              $0.00
   NWCC - Checking                                                $2,463.32
   NWCC - Member Account                                       $100.02
   NWCC - Savings                                                $39,019.13
Ending Balance 9/27/2017                                  $41,582.47  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In Memoriam 

Long-time Master Gardener 

Sally Johnson 

passed away September 13
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Grants 450 Discovery Garden
Dues-hardcopy newsletter 255     Butterfly 325

 Dues -membership 2,500     Childrens 450
 Interest Income - Bank 35     Biochar/Worm Bins 100

3,240     Easy Access (Container Garden) 165
    Soil Testing 700     Electric - meter 23609842 600

3,940     Entry 50
    Hedgerow 0

  Plant Sale     Herb 200
    Drawings 1,100     Irrigation 300
    Entrance Fees 3,000     Japanese 100
    Sales - Event 22,000     Kiosk - donor board 50
    Sales - Post 750     Maintenance 900
    Sales - Pre 3,250     Mulch 400
    Vendor Booth 3,300     Orchard 125
  Total Plant Sale 33,400     Ornamental 50
  Special Events Other     Pavilion 500
    Bake Sale 1,500     Perennial Border 275
    Compost Tea 950     Raised Beds (dahlia/lily beds) 150
    Trash-to-Treasure Sale 3,000     Rock Garden 140
  Total Special Events Other 5,450     Shade Garden 50

38,850     Signage Project 300
42,790     Straw Bale Garden 220

    Sun Garden 225
EXPENSES     Water - River Forks meter 700

    Xeriscape 100
Awards & Banquet Total Discovery Garden 6,475
    Awards   350 Horticultural Learning Center (HLC)
    Banquet 750     Annual Pumping Expense 400
Total Awards & Banquet 1,100    Eastside Greenhouse Maintenance
Conferences Eastside Greenhouse Supplies      600
   OMGA International 0    Garbage Dump Fee 75
   OMGA Qtr meeting (Host) 250    HLC Fire Extinguishers 60
   OMGA Travel/Meetings 1,250    HLC Maintenance 1,200
Total Conferences 1,500     HLC Orchard 500
Dues-OMGA 1,750    Toilet Supplies and Repairs 150
Grants/Gifts/Scholarships    Victory Garden 690
    4-H Donation 80    Victory Garden Signage 0
    Gifts - Hallmark 50    Westside Greenhouse Maintenance 1200
    Officer Gifts 80    Westside Greenhouse Supplies 400
    Scholarships - Mini-College 1,000 Total Horticultural Learning Center 5,275
Total Grants/Gifts/Scholarships 1,210 Winter Program
Historian 0     New Class - Supplies 20
Hospitality 150     Speakers 300
Liability Insurance 550 TOTAL PSP ExpensesTotal Winter Program 320
OMGA Search for Excellence 150 TOTAL PSP Expenses 19,469
Postage for Exec Board 35 RESERVE / unexpected expense 3000

Print Check Charges 24  Plant Sale Expenses
Supplies / Exec Board 50     Advertising 2,400

959      Contributions/Plant Sale Volunteers 350
TOTAL Management & General Expenses 6,519     Electric - meter 23609558 4,200
Program Service Project (PSP) Expenses     Exhibit Fees 3,000

  Continuing Education 100     Next Year Seed 750
  Newsletter 0     Next Year Supplies-McConkey 3,200
     Postage for hardcopy newsletter/roster 125     Plants 1,200
Total Advanced Training 225     Propane 2,500
Clinics and Office     Supplies 2,100
    Farmers Market 40     Vendor Costs 550
    Insects 75     Water - Pitchford meter 950
    Library 50  Total Plant Sale 21,200
    Plant Clinic and Office Supplies 50  Special Events Other
    Soil Testing 250     Bake Sale 50
    Website 140     Compost Tea 160
Total Clinics and Office 605     Tomato and Salsa Taste-Off 0
Community Outreach     Trash-to-Treasure Sale 100
    Fair Booth 25  Total Special Events Other 310
    Speakers Bureau 25 TOTAL EXPENSES 40,979
    Photo team 0 NET INCOME 1,811
Total Community Outreach 50

TOTAL INCOME

Management & General Expenses

Proposed 2018 Budget
INCOME

Program Service Project Income

Total PSP Income
Special Events

Total Special Events



A Drive-By at the Little Free Library 
Nathan Baily caught a “drive-by” in the Children’s 
Garden the other day - in a Cadillac, no less! He said 
that the 
underage driver 
maneuvered 
her Caddy from 
the RV 
campground 
across the 
street, down the 
Discovery 
Garden paths 
and availed 
herself of a few 
books from the 
LFL. Not 
something you 
see every day, 
but, hey - word 
must be getting 
around! 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Ugliest Tomato Contest Winner

Fred Alley is proud to 
announce that Ruth 
Stafford is the winner of 
the “Ugl iest Tomato 
C o n t e s t ” w i t h h e r 
s u b m i s s i o n , # 3 , 
Brandywine tomato . 
Thanks to MG’s Bonnie 

Courter, Chris Rusch, Lindy Follette and 
Lenore Drake for 
entering their weird, 
m i s s h a p e n 
tomatoes. Voting 
took place at the 
l a s t c h a p t e r 
meet ing and by 
email. 

Ruth will get her 
p i c k o f o n e o f 
F r e d ’ s l o v i n g l y 
r e s t o r e d 
g a r d e n 
t o o l s 
when she 
r e t u r n s 
from her 
t r i p t o 
India!

Shared by B. Robinson



What’s New in the Rock Garden? 
Kish Doyle 

If you haven’t 
strolled through 
the rock garden 
lately, take a few 
m i n u t e s a n d 
check out our 
new information 
k i o s k a n d 
birdbath. The 
kiosk was built 
b y o u r v e r y 
talented Mark 
Schmoll. It will have information on blooming plants and 
how to construct a rock garden. 

The bird bath was designed and built by Fred Alley, who 
uses different types of found objects to create molds. 
He pours concrete in the molds, and when the concrete 
cures, takes them apart. He attaches the basin and 
base using glue. We hope to have it filled with water 

and ready for 
some birds in 
t he com ing 
week. 

Thanks, Mark 
and Fred, for 
enhancing the 
g a r d e n . 
Tasha, Kish 
a n d N a n c y 
invite any of 
o u r M a s t e r 
Gardeners to 
j o i n u s o n 
T u e s d a y s 
from 9 to 12. 
  W e w i l l 
c o n t i n u e 
working every 
week planting 
b u l b s a n d 
n e w r o c k 
garden plants.

A Baby Shooting in the Verbena! 

Kathy Hart was working in the Discovery Garden when 
she came across a professional photographer, Keri 
Blue, photographing darling 6-month-old Lyla in the 
verbena. She got permission from Lyla’s mom to take a 
picture and share it with the Newsletter. So here she is!

Vice-President’s Report 
Anne Bacon 

I hope you all enjoyed our final summer meeting at the 
Discovery Garden as much as I did. I never get tired of our 
beautiful display. Thanks to all of the hard-working Master 
Gardeners for their contribution to this demonstration of the 
program at work. 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, October 26th at the 
First United Methodist Church. The church is located at 1771 
Harvard Avenue. 

We’ll be having our first educational seminar of the season. 
Botanist Richard Helliwell will be giving a presentation on the 
native plants of the Umpqua.

The lecture will begin at 9 am followed by our business 
meeting at 10 am.

I’m still in the process of planning our next round of 
educational seminars and looking for your ideas on topics to 
cover. I’m really interested in ALL of your ideas, even the 
quirky ones. Please send your suggestions to me via phone, 
text or email. 

(541) 670-8365
annebacon2015@gmail.com 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Bake Sale 
Janet Parkerson 

The holidays will be here before 
you know it which means it’s time 
for the Annual DCMG Bake Sale. 
Traditionally, we put on the Bake 
Sa le the Sa tu rday be fo re 
Thanksgiving, so mark your 
c a l e n d a r s f o r S a t u r d a y, 
November 18, from 9 AM to 3 
PM. We are so fortunate to have 
it again at Sherm’s Thunderbird 
Market in Roseburg.

To be successful, we depend on 
lots of volunteers: bakers, 
drivers, receivers, and sellers - set-up and clean-up 
people too. Sign-up sheets will be distributed at the 
monthly chapter meeting in October and will be also 
found at the Plant Clinic for the various working 
committees, baked goods, etc. Flyers for MG’s to 
distribute and post will be available later in October as 
well.

If you don’t bake, there’s other ways to help out. We 
also accept donations of various ingredients including 
berries, apples, nuts, flour, sugar, butter, shortening, as 
well as cash. All of it helps and is greatly appreciated. 
You can contact me by phone or text (480-600-6586) or 
email (shespriceless@yahoo.com) for pick-up. This 
really helps with the cost for those who bake.

Let’s work together and make this another successful 
fundraiser. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me. Thank you!

OSU DOUGLAS COUNTY 
MASTER GARDENER 

CHAPTER MEETING 
Discovery Garden Pavilion 

September 28, 2017 

Call-To-Order: President Chris Rusch called the 
meeting to order at 10:04 at the Discovery Garden 
Pavilion.  Forty-Two members attended.

Agenda: Approved as presented.

Minutes: The August Chapter Meeting minutes were 
approved as published online. The September 
Executive Board minutes were approved as published 
online.

Guest Speaker:   Julie 
Stanbery introduced Aric 
F r o m d a h l f r o m t h e 
Department of Health 
and Human Services. He 
spoke to the group 
regarding the plans for 
Helleck Hall and the 
Pitchford Boy’s Ranch 
property. Funds have 
been allocated for the 
remodel of Helleck Hall 
and the construction of a 
dormitory to house 25 
children. The remodel 
and construction may 
take up to a year and a half to complete.  Mr. Fromdahl 
stressed the importance of community involvement with 
the displaced children and his excitement that the 
Master Gardeners would be interested in partnering in 
some way with the facility. A question and answer 
session followed his presentation.
    
Agent Report - Steve Renquist:

• The filbert trees, which are infected with Brown 
Marmorated Stink Bugs, are scheduled to be 
removed on October 18th. The infestation of 
stink bugs in our orchard is the highest of all 
areas south of Salem.  Stink bug damage in our 
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orchard is estimated at 24% while growers who 
spray only have 2%. There is some concern that 
leaving only a few trees may force the bugs to 
look for alternative food sources – the other 
gardens. 

• At the same time, 4 KMX trees and several 
conifers will also be removed.  Firewood will be 
available to those willing to cut and haul away 
the wood.   

• Prior to October 18, MG’s will need to remove 
any irrigation pipes that might be damaged 
during the removal of the trees. 

• Steve announced that there are 32 people who 
have paid for the 2018 MG class and 3 people 
who will be auditing the class.  The remodel of 
the upstairs of the Extension offices is ahead of 
schedule and will be ready for use in January. 
Steve will interview new students and give out 
the materials in October. There will be no 
orientation day as in the past. 

OFFICER REPORTS

Membership - Diana Circle:  Membership remains at 
269.  The membership renewal form will be in the next 
newsletter.  Diana is adding a line for members to list 
MG activities/involvement information.

OMGA Representative – Nancy Fuller:   The 3rd 
Quarter OMGA meetings were held at the Jackson 
County Extension office in Central Point. The 
Leadership Forum was held on Friday, September 15th 
and the Board of Directors meeting on Saturday, 
September 16th. Nancy reported that the OMGA has 
accepted our offer to host the June 2018 quarterly 
meeting. Two grants were presented to our chapter: The 
Karl Carlson grant for Garden Etiquette signage ($250), 
and an Extension Educator Grant for Garden Safety 
signage ($200).  Complete minutes from the two day 
meeting will be published in the monthly newsletter.

Treasurer – Patrice Sipos: The proposed 2018 budget 
was available for members to review.  Patrice will be 
unavailable in October. Members should submit any 
bills/reimbursement requests to Chris Rusch in her 
absence. Current financial statements are posted on the 
DCMG website.
  
Vice President – Anne Bacon:  The October 26, 2017 
and November 30, 2017 chapter meetings will be held 
at the First Methodist Church on Harvard Avenue.    

Past President – Judy Huntley:  Nothing to report

Secretary – Sharon Bordeaux:  Nothing to report
 
President – Chris Rusch:  

• Chris presented Barbara Robinson with a gift 
and thanked her for serving as chapter secretary 
for 3 years. 

• The October 11th Executive Board Meeting will 
be held in Room 310 at the Douglas County 
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Courthouse at 10 AM. 

• Botanist Richard Helliwell will be the CE speaker 
on October 26th.  His topic will be Rare Plants on 
the Umpqua.  His program will begin at 9AM. 

• Chris toured the OSU Extension Office remodel. 
It is well underway and should be ready for 
classes in January.   It will have high-tech audio 
visual aids for presentations, and there is a 
conference room to use for Executive Board 
meetings. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Community Outreach – Jude Stensland: Jude has 
two events scheduled for this week - tomorrow in the 
Discovery Garden and another on Saturday in the West 
Side Garden.

Plant Clinic – Chris Rusch:   Chis thanked Bonnie and 
Larry for leading the Tuesday/Thursday Plant Clinic 
crews.  Beginning next week (October) the Plant Clinic 
will be open only Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
There were 65 contacts in September.

Westside Greenhouse – Barbara Robinson: Barbara 
thanked all those helping lead the Tuesday crews while 
she was away. John Denny has stepped down as 
volunteer for maintenance of the heaters and heat beds 
in the greenhouses.  This is a vital job as failure of the 
heaters or heat beds would mean the loss of the plant 

sale plants. Barbara is looking for a volunteer to replace 
John.
  
Awards – Betty Ison: Seven more class members 
have earned their 60-hour swing bars: Madelyn Dixon, 
Michael Dixon, Dave Grensky, Rick Kreofsky, Bruce 
Lewsadder, Connie Page, and Donna Prchal.

Discovery Garden – Julie Stanbery: 
• John Punches and Steve Renquist have located 

funds to purchase a new tractor for the gardens. 
It will be kept in the green garden shed for now. 

• The yellow shed is scheduled to be closed in, 
reroofed, and the space reconfigured for MG 
and other Extension agents to store tools and 
supplies.  There will also be space for the new 
tractor.  The MG’s will need to invest some funds 
in the remodel. 

• Monday the 16th of October will be the last day 
to irrigate for the season.   

• Sharon Hopkins spoke about the new book 
library in the Children’s Garden.  Books can be 
left in the Plant Clinic or given to Sharon 
Hopkins or Kathy Hart. She thanked Bonnie 
Courter for the article in the newspaper. 

Victory Garden – Mik Carlson:  4,164 pounds donated 
to date!  WOW!
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Facebook/Publicity & Canyonville Farmer’s Market – 
Barbara Horst: Bonnie reported for Barbara. There 
were 125 contacts in Canyonville this summer. We 
participated every other week and would like to do the 
same next year. Thanks to Michael and Madalyn Dixon 
for their excellent participation. 770 following on 
Facebook.

Newsletter – Bonnie Courter: Articles are due 
Saturday.  Vicki McAlister has posted the Ask A Master 
Gardener articles on our website under the “Resources” 
tab.   

Umpqua Valley Farmer’s Market – Barbara 
Anderson: We logged 260 contacts at the Farmer’s 
Market this summer. We will participate again next year. 
Thank you to everyone who helped this summer.

Awards Banquet – Judy Huntley: Our Awards 
Banquet is scheduled for October 7, 2017, with the 
social hour beginning at 5:30 pm, and dinner at 6:00 
pm.  It will be held at the First United Methodist Church 
on Harvard Avenue. This is a terrific event where we 
recognize our volunteers for all their contributions to our 
DCMG organization. Judy showed some of the door 
prizes that will be awarded.  Almost everyone wins, and 
certificates of appreciation are awarded to all members. 
Volunteers are needed to help set up at 9 am the 
morning of the event and also help with clean up 
afterwards. 

Winter Program – Denise Fennell:   Checking her 
smart phone, Denise announced that she sees there 

are 854 people following on Facebook, with 22 signed 
in as she checked.  She announced that she still needs 
mentors for the winter classes. Training for mentors will 
be held in November and December. She has a sign-up 
sheet for anyone interested in becoming a mentor.   

Hallmark – Linda Thames:  Sally Johnson, 92, passed 
away. There is a gathering tomorrow in Sutherlin for 
anyone wishing to attend.
 
SHOW AND TELL

• Fred Alley – The Ugly Tomato contest was won by 
Ruth Stafford.

• Julie Stanbery – Shared plastic potluck plates she 
found at a garage sale.

• Chris Rusch and Les Karcher – Showed their 
Gargantuan paste tomatoes.  

• John Thran – Shared quart-sized plastic freezer 
containers that need a new home.

• Steve Renquist – Shared a bucket of fresh apples. 
They have canned and frozen all they can use.

• Sharon Hopkins – Hugh Hefner passed away at the 
age of 91.

Meeting Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned by 
President, Chris Rusch at 12:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Bordeaux, Secretary
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Please make checks out to DCMG and include the above form. You can drop off your 
completed form and payment in the dues drawer at the Plant Clinic or mail it to me. Checks 
may not be deposited until after January 1, 2018.

Those needing a replacement name tag should contact me before mid-January. I will be 
keeping a list to add to the trainee class member’s order. Please provide your name as you 
want it to appear on the name tag, your class year, and your contact info (either email or 
phone number). You will be contacted with the cost once the name tags have arrived.

Diana Circle, Membership Director
149 Taber Ln., Roseburg, OR 97471
541-672-0925
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DOUGLAS COUNTY MASTER GARDENER 2018 DUES
and REPLACEMENT NAME TAG

(Please pay BEFORE January 1, 2018)
PRINT ALL information below EVEN if nothing has changed:

NAME: ________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________

EMAIL: _______________________________________________________

PHONE:_______________________________________________________

DATE: _____________ CHECK #________________ AMOUNT $_________

RESPONSIBILITIES/TITLE _______________________________________

I prefer to be contacted by _______Email ________Phone _______ Text Msg.

_____ Here is $10 for my dues which includes the online MG Newsletter.

______ Please mail my newsletter.  I have included an EXTRA $8.75 to cover postage.



Douglas County Master Gardeners

Newsletter: The deadline for the November 2017 Newsletter is October 28th. E-mail submissions to Bonnie 
Courter: rbcourter@gmail.com 

Website: www.douglascountymg.org 

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/pages/Douglas-County-Master-Gardeners/251882398200487 

Horticulture Agent: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/douglas/horticulture, 
steve.renquist@oregonstate.edu 

OSU Douglas County Extension Service: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/douglas 

OSU Gardening Information: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening 

OSU Master Gardeners Program: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/mg 

Oregon Master Gardeners Association (OMGA): www.oregonmastergardeners.org  

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, 
activities, and materials on this basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, familial/parental 
status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, genetic information, 
veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.)  If you have a physical disability that requires special considerations in order for you 

to attend an event, please notify the office at 541-672-4461 no later than 2 weeks prior to event date.   This publication will be made 
available in an accessible alternative format upon request.  Please contact Bonnie Courter, 541-672-3071, rbcourter@gmail.com.
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