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Sept. 2017 Calendar
Mon., Sept. 4
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY

Tues., Sept. 5, 9:00-Noon
Greenhouse Crews
DG & Victory Garden Crews

Tues., Sept. 12, 9:00-Noon
Greenhouse Crews
DG & Victory Garden Crews

Wed., Sept. 13, 10:00
Executive Board Meeting,
Courthouse, Room 310

Mon., Sept. 18, 10:00-Noon
Insect Committee

Tues., Sept. 19, 9:00-Noon
Greenhouse Crews
DG & Victory Garden Crews

Tues., Sept. 26, 9:00-Noon
Greenhouse Crews
DG & Victory Garden Crews

Thurs., Sept. 28, 10:00

The President’s Post

Chapter Meeting/Potluck and
Tomato Tasting event at the
Discovery Garden Pavilion

Sat., Oct. 7, 5:30
AWARDS BANQUET at First
United Methodist Church,
Roseburg

Chris Rusch
Thank you to Tracey Berry for hosting our August Chapter meeting! What a
beautiful spot for a garden meeting and potluck. The North Umpqua River is
one of the most beautiful places on earth to live.
At our Chapter meeting we swore in the new Executive Board for 2017-18.
The line-up is Chris Rusch (President), Anne Bacon (Vice-President), Diana
Circle (Membership Director), Patrice Sipos (Treasurer), Sharon Bordeaux
(Secretary), Nancy Fuller (OMGA Representative), Kish Doyle (Alternate
OMGA Representative), and Judy Huntley (Past President).
We also gave a huge THANK YOU to two extremely dedicated and knowledgeable
Executive Board members - Barbara Robinson and Larry Sutton. Barbara kept our
meeting minutes, both Executive Board and Chapter meetings for the past 3 years!
Larry served as Past President since 2014 and serves as our mentor and advisor.
Both of these jobs take exceptional expertise, know-how and dedication. Thank
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you to Larry and Barbara. I will miss you both. I encourage
everyone to take a few minutes and join me in personally thanking
each of them for a job well done. We also welcome new Executive
Board members Sharon Bordeaux and Judy Huntley. Sharon has
already stepped up to fill the secretary duties as Barbara recovers
from her recent surgery, and Judy Huntley has returned to the Past
President post to give Larry a much-needed break. Thank you to
all of our Executive Board for their commitment to serve our
organization.
Jude Stensland
did a fantastic
job organizing
our Douglas
County Fair outreach this year. We also had the help of our
Extension office secretaries, Colleen and Mary, who put together the
signage trees and information boxes. We had a great display of our
OSU Extension publications. What a great group effort! Thanks to
everyone who volunteered to staff the booth during the week. This is
an important outreach event for us and a great way to recruit new
members.

Our next Chapter Meeting, September 28th at 10:00 AM
will be held at the Pavilion at the Discovery Garden. It
will be the last of the potlucks for the summer. Bob
Brindley will again host a tomato tasting, so bring bitesize portions of your favorite tomato. Yes, I plan to bring
a bucket of my Katana tomatoes for all to taste. Our
Continuing Education Program Series begins in October.
If you have any topics you would like to learn more
about, or have a topic suggestion, please feel free to
contact Anne Bacon.

Our Awards Banquet is scheduled for October 7. This is a
terrific event where we recognize our volunteers for all their
contributions to our DCMG organization. We will have great
food, terrific door prizes where almost everyone receives a gift,
and certificates of appreciation for all our members. You will
need to sign up before September 22. Please sign up at the
Plant Clinic or email Judy Huntley if you plan to attend.
Thank you to everyone for all your hard work! Let’s pray for
rain!
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Vice-President’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

Anne Bacon

Patrice Sipos

I want to get married again
just so I can have the
wedding at Tracey Berry’s
beautiful river-front
paradise! Thank you so
much Tracey for allowing us
to have our August meeting
at your home. I think we
should go back next year.
Our September meeting will
be on Thursday September
28th at the Discovery
Garden Pavilion. It will be
our last potluck lunch of the
“summer” so please bring a
dish to share along with your place setting and a chair.
I’m in the process of planning our next round of
educational seminars and looking for your ideas on
topics to cover. I’m really interested in ALL of your
ideas, even the quirky ones. Please send your
suggestions to me via phone, text or email.
(541)670-8365
annebacon2015@gmail.com

Little Free Library
Kathy Hart

INCOME 7/27/2017-8/28/2017
Bank Interest
Contributions
Post-Plant Sale
Special Event - T-Shirts
Soil Testing
Compost Tea
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES 7/27/2017-8/28/2017
Bank Charges
Awards
OMGA Conference
Plant Clinic & Office Supplies
Discovery Garden
HLC
Plant Sale
Special Event - T-Shirts
TOTAL EXPENSES

$15.21
$50.00
$11.50
$354.39
$40.00
$116.00
$587.10

$20.00
$147.45
$558.84
$147.62
$697.62
$730.16
$345.05
$384.24
$3,030.98

Breakdown of our accounts at 8/28/2017
Umpqua Checking
$0.00
Umpqua MMK
$0.00
NWCC - Checking
$2,766.87
NWCC - Member Account
$100.01
NWCC - Savings
$43,016.69
Ending Balance 8/28/2017
$45,883.57

I am happy to say that our
LFL Charter #57052 is up and
running in the Discovery
Garden. Many thank you’s to
all of you for your help and
generous book donations.
Sharon Hopkin's beautiful
rose arbor painting and Steve
Hart's wonderful construction
are so appreciated! Pass the
word that we will need
continual book donations to
keep the Library stocked for
our young garden visitors.
Come check it out! It resides in the Children's Garden
across the path from "Steve the Caterpillar"!
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Oh, How Things Have Changed!
Betty Ison

At that time, Pitchford Boy’s Ranch was still in
operation, and we often worked with the at-risk youth
there in the greenhouse and out in the garden. Over
the years things evolved, the AAS garden was
discontinued. Vegetable trials continued for awhile, and
a Dahlia Trial Garden was started in cooperation with
the Dahlia Society. The dahlias disappeared over time
and for a few years we grew giant pumpkins on the
area. Taking our big guys up to the Giant Pumpkin
Weigh-off in Canby (for more history on that, contact
Julie Stanbery). After the pumpkins left, we tried 10’ x
10’ theme garden plots, with different MG’s managing
each plot. I remember one year being all about different
ways to vertical garden. Up until today, the area now
houses our Eastside Greenhouses and Nursery Area,
as well as our Victory Garden.

Summer is almost
over, but August is
one of our busiest
times of year! The
Plant Clinic is one of
our many DCMG
programs that reach
out to our community
to help people solve
a wide range of
gardening and
landscape questions.
This includes
diagnosing plant
problems and identifying insects. The Plant Clinic
training program is a great opportunity for our new
members to put their knowledge of Sustainable
Gardening to work. Our newest volunteers from the
class of 2017 are signing up at the Clinic on a regular
basis and working to get their 36 hour requirement out
of the way. It is a pleasure to work with all of our new
volunteers. They are all very focused on obtaining the
correct diagnosis for the plant questions that come our
way. We are lucky to have a great training team this
year with Leo Grass, Bonnie Courter, Larry Sutton,
Chris Rusch, and Karolyn Riecks.

Chris Rusch

This is an aerial view of the 1989 All-American Selection
Flower Garden and Demonstration Vegetable Garden
which is now our Horticultural Learning Center and
Discovery Garden. The trees in the bottom left-hand
corner are the filbert orchard. The green plant at the
very bottom in the middle is the kiwi. The two upper
rows of trees in the top right-hand corner are the big
Douglas Firs that now line both sides of our driveway.
My how they’ve grown!
I designed the flower garden in my first year as a
Master Gardener in 1989. The outside rows were all
petunias to create a border. The inside designs were
mainly flowers that had been chosen as All-American
Selections. All-American Selections are plants that have
been trialed for at least three years and scored within a
certain range for three straight years (making them
highly desirable). The seeds were provided to us to
grow out. You will still find All-American Selection seeds
listed from years ago in catalogs alongside more recent
selections. There are also AAS vegetable seeds
available.
A little history: When I started in Master Gardeners
there were only about 20 members or so in the
program. Our agent then, Jerry Maul, did huge demo
garden trials, as research was still a big part of his job
at that time. In the greenhouse for several years we
actually had a paid part-time greenhouse coordinator.
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We had 100 visitors in August, a bit less than last year.
We have lots of openings for September. Trainees and
Veterans, please consider signing up to volunteer at the
clinic now.
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Ugliest Tomato Contest
We had 7 ugly tomato submissions for the contest.
Voting began at the August monthly chapter meeting
and will continue until September 27. To cast your
vote, simply email or call Fred Alley and tell him which
tomato you think is the ugliest. His email is:
fhasla@msn.com. Phone: 541-733-6232. The winner
will be announced at the September 28th chapter
meeting and be presented their award - their choice
of one of Fred’s refurbished garden tools.

Awards Banquet

1

2

Judy Huntley
Who: All Master Gardeners
What: Annual Awards Celebration and Banquet
Where: First United Methodist Church
1771 W. Harvard Avenue
Roseburg, OR

4

3

When: Saturday, October 7, 2017
Social 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:00 pm
Awards 7:00 pm
Why: Great Food, Fantastic Friendship, and Awesome
Door Prizes

5

6
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We will be having Mexican Cuisine main dishes, salads
to complement the main dishes, breads, and desserts.
The signup sheet will be both in the Plant Clinic and at
home with me. Please sign up by September 23rd to
receive an award certificate. Be sure to let me know
how many are coming next to your name. If you cannot
get into the Plant Clinic, but would like to sign up and
come, call me, Judy Huntley at 541-459-2550.
I will need help setting up the tables and decorations on
Saturday morning and then we will need a cleanup crew
after the celebration is over.
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Creating a Pottager Garden
Carole Menser
Published in “Dave’s Garden”, July 31, 2017
(contributed by Barbara Robinson)

The word potager comes from the Middle English word
pottage meaning something in or from a pot. Potage is
an Old French word denoting a thick, meatless,
vegetable soup.
Based on the grandiose French gardens that grew
adjacent to large chateaus in the 16th and 17th
centuries, modern potager gardens serve the same
purpose but on a much smaller scale. Ideally, a potager
garden should be in a location you can see and walk
through daily. Kitchen gardens are experiencing a surge
in popularity due in part to rising food costs, concerns
about food safety, and difficulties with food sourcing.
Advantages of a kitchen garden include being able to
grow vegetables year around in many locations, greater
self-sufficiency, control over soil amendments and
pesticides.
Potagers are generally designed in geometric patterns
rather than in simple rows. Many potagers contain
plants trained to grow upward on trellises or next to the
house. Occasionally they're edged with Boxwoods or
other shrubs. In addition to vegetables, potagers usually
include flowers, especially varieties for cutting. They
may also include small fruit trees, herbs, aromatic and
medicinal plants.
The French potager differs from an American suburban
vegetable garden in several ways. The French mix
herbs, edible flowers, non-edible flowers, fruits and
vegetables and grow them together in an artistic design.
A potager is continually replanted throughout the
DCMG Sept. 2017 Newsletter (Vol. 32, Issue 9)

growing season. Whatever is fresh is gathered in
season. Historically, potager gardens were located just
outside the chateau where they could be easily viewed
and accessed.
The French approach to vegetable gardening involves a
philosophy that entails bringing beauty to a food garden
rather than seeing that garden as having only a
utilitarian purpose. The beauty of the garden and having
the garden closer to the house gives those growing a
potager much more of a connection to the garden than
the usual vegetable garden. The French view a garden
much like an artist's canvas. It's a way to paint a
landscape with the colors and textures of plants
whether they are to be eaten or not.
In suburban America, homeowners often tend to go to
the remotest part of their property to plant vegetables
while trying to hide them from view. Food gardens are
primarily planted in rows out of site. Unfortunately, these
gardens can easily become neglected, weedy, and
overgrown.

When thinking about creating a potager garden,
consider what kind of foods your family enjoys and how
much of each variety is practical for your family's size.
Then think about adding plants with different growing
seasons. The garden should seldom, if ever, be bare.
Think about structure and strive to use every nook and
cranny. For instance, you can plant shorter plants
underneath taller ones. It's necessary to harvest from all
over a potager garden in order to make sure it
continues to grow and produce. If you harvest all of a
plant, don't leave that spot empty. Plant something else
there.
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Next consider the sun exposure of your site. Vegetables
need plenty of sun. Soil preparation is also extremely

Bake Sale Reminder

important so be sure to prepare your soil with large
amounts of organic amendments such as compost,
leaves and straw. Continue to replenish the soil
regularly with good organic matter. This allows you
to plant closer together and the plants will remain
more resistant to pests.
Once you have decided on which plants you want
to grow, make a sketch of the garden. A traditional
potager has a geometric layout and contains plants
that will provide interest during all four seasons.
There are no set rules with the modern potager.
The plots need to be at least slightly raised and are
best surrounded by a hard walking surface such as
bricks, gravel, or other types of pavers.

Janet Parkerson

Remember to save your summer fruit for making
pies to sell at our Bake Sale fundraiser in
November. We have a “pie-making” crew who
yearly take donations of apples, cherries, berries
and other fruit and bake scores of yummy pies
to sell at our annual Bake Sale.

The only rule for a potager garden is to create
something you will truly enjoy. If you enjoy your
garden, you'll naturally want to spend time there.
And that is perhaps the most important function of
any garden.

Any questions, please contact me at
541-600-6586 or email:

shespriceless@yahoo.com

Fred’s Fav’s

Photo: Kish Doyle
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OSU DOUGLAS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENER

•

1,300 attended the International Master
Gardener Conference which netted
approximately $40,000

•

Discussion on how the MG classes should be
set up - more hands-on time

•

Gail wants a community advisory panel with 2
MG’s and 2 faculty/staff meeting with her to
study issues and gather feedback from across
the State regarding changes/improvements to
program

•

Develop webinar series with instructional
content

•

Develop a formal presence on U-Tube by filming
experts while they are working in the field and
use for instructional purposes

•

The 2018 stickers for re-certification for our tags
are available. See Steve.

CHAPTER MEETING

August 31, 2017

Call-To-Order: President Chris Rusch, with 36
members in attendance, called the meeting to order at
10:15. Chris thanked Master Gardener Tracey Berry for
hosting the meeting.

OFFICER REPORTS
Membership - Diana Circle: No change - membership
remains at 269 members.

Agenda: Approved as presented.
Minutes: The July Chapter Meeting minutes were
approved as published online. The August Executive
Board minutes were approved as published online.
Agent Report - Steve Renquist:
Steve gave a recap of the meeting between Gail
Langellotto and county Extension agents recently:
•
Have meetings and trainings in additional towns
in the counties
•

Advanced training and recertification programs
encouraged

•

New Master Gardener Handbook to be ready by
2019

•

OSU is working on a new Memorandum of
Agreement with OMGA regarding leadership and
licensing
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OMGA Representative – Nancy Fuller: The next
meeting will be held in Central Point. There’s to be a
minor change in the By Laws (Article 6) changing the
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effective date of Executive Board members from
November 1st to January 1st.
With appointments
starting the first part of November, the effective date did
not make sense.

•

August 12, 11 am: Scott McClain did a winter
gardening class at the Westside Community
Garden. 6 people attended.

•

August 16,
10:30 AM:
Medford
c a m p e r s
wanted a
Discovery
Garden tour. 3
attended.
They made a
$25 donation.

•

Jude needs
two speakers
for
the
Extraordinary
L i v i n g
Conference on
September 8,
2017 at UCC. The two topics are Practical
Gardening Issues and Health Benefits of
Gardening. Steve offered to collaborate with
someone to do the presentations and asked for
a volunteer.

Treasurer – Patrice Sipos:
Please submit your
budgets so she can work on the 2018 Budget. The
reimbursement check from the international conference
is due within the next two weeks. The financials are
posted on the DCMG website.
Vice President – Anne Bacon:
The September
meeting will be a potluck and held in the Discovery
Garden. Anne requested ideas for CEU classes held
before the chapter meetings which start at the October
chapter meeting.
Past President – Larry Sutton: Nothing to report
Secretary – Sharon Bordeaux: Nothing to report
President – Chris Rusch:

Kudos to Jude for

Plant Clinic – Chris Rusch: September still has spots
open for signups to work. The Milo Academy contacted
Chris about developing a Junior Master Gardener
program for their students. There were 100 contacts for
the month of August. Chris is going to find out how
many contacts were made at the Fair.

Larry & Kish man the DCMG booth

organizing the Fair booth and to Mary for the fine array
of literature at the tables.
Chris thanked Larry for his service as Past President
and to Barb Robinson for her service as Secretary.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Community Outreach – Jude Stensland:
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Westside Greenhouse – Barbara Robinson: Patrice
read the report for Barbara Robinson. Barbara thanked
all those helping in the Westside Greenhouse: repotting,
root trimming, & watering. She thanked those who built
the new shade structure over the outdoor work area and
those who hung the new shade cloth to protect the
plants from the sun.
Awards – Betty Ison: Three class members have
earned their 60-hour swing bars: Steve Erickson, Roxy
Fester, and Margo Roten.
Discovery Garden – Julie Stanbery: Betty Ison
reported for Julie. We are still watering 3 times a week
9

until the weather breaks.
She is looking into
surveillance signs to discourage vandalism in the
gardens. Budgets from the garden heads are due
September 1st.
Victory Garden – Ruth: The garden has donated
2,347 pounds of produce so far this year. The garden
requested and received 3 new wheelbarrows. Thanks
to Steve Hart for “some assembly required.”

our members. You will need to sign up before
September 22. Please sign-up at the Plant Clinic or
email Judy Huntley if you plan to attend. Volunteers are
needed to help set up at 9 am the morning of the event
and also clean up afterwards.
Hallmark – Linda Thames: Cards were sent to Barb
Robinson who is recovering from surgery, and to Sally
Johnson who was in the hospital for a week to regulate
her oxygen. A card was sent to the family of former MG
Heber Spangler who passed away on August 6th.
NEW BUSINESS
Chris announced that the Audit Committee (Karolyn
Riecks, Toni Rudolph, and Vicki McAlister) completed
the audit of the chapter treasurer’s books. Larry Sutton
made a motion to accept the audit as presented and
Diana Circle seconded. The motion passed.

Photos: Fred Alley

Betty Ison gave the oaths of office to the new officers:
Chris Rusch, President; Anne Bacon, Vice-President;
Judy Huntley, Past President; Patrice Sipos, Treasurer;
Sharon Bordeaux, Secretary; Diana Circle,
Membership; Nancy Fuller, OMGA Representative. Kish
Doyle, Alternate OMGA Representative, was absent.

Facebook/Publicity & Canyonville Farmer’s Market –
Barbara Horst: No report.
Newsletter – Bonnie Courter:
Articles for the
newsletter are due this Saturday. There are 7 entries
for the “Ugly Tomato” contest. Pictures of the entries
will be in the Newsletter for everyone to see and vote
on, or meeting attendees can vote at the meeting. The
award will be given at the September Chapter meeting
at the Discovery Garden - their pick of Fred Alley’s
refurbished tools.
Umpqua Valley Farmer ’s Market – Barbara
Anderson: No report.
Awards Banquet – Judy Huntley:
Our Awards
Banquet is scheduled for October 7, 2017, at 5:30 pm at
the Methodist Church on Harvard Avenue. This is a
terrific event where we recognize our volunteers for all
their contributions to our DCMG organization. We will
have great food, terrific door prizes where almost
everyone wins, and certificates of appreciation for all
DCMG Sept. 2017 Newsletter (Vol. 32, Issue 9)

Bob Brindley will host the Tomato Tasting event at the
September chapter meeting. More information will be
sent out before the meeting.
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SHOW AND TELL

Bob Brindley brought a new Hula Hoe that is shaped
like an elongated “V” with a sharp point. It can be seen
at basicgardentool.com. Bob purchased it at Mother
Earth Day in Albany for $65. Bob also brought
Japanese Beetles to show. There has been an outbreak
in his Oakland neighborhood and the Department of
Agriculture is monitoring and spraying.
Steve showed
off his oddshaped yellow
crookneck
squash.
Meeting
Adjournment:
The meeting
was adjourned
by President,
Chris Rusch at
11:45
Respectfully
submitted,
Sharon
Bordeaux,
Secretary

Tomato Tasting Event
The Annual Tomato Tasting event will
take place September 28 at the
Discovery Garden Pavilion after the
Chapter Meeting.
Bring your favorite tomatoes, cut up
into serving sizes, for other MG’s to
sample. This is a great way to try
other varieties with a view to growing
them in your own garden next year.
Q u e s t i o n s ? C o n t a c t B o b B r i n d l e y,
541-459-7897, oregongeezer@yahoo.com

DCMG Sept. 2017 Newsletter (Vol. 32, Issue 9)

11

Douglas County Master Gardeners
Newsletter: The deadline for the October 2017 Newsletter is September 30th. E-mail submissions to
Bonnie Courter: rbcourter@gmail.com
Website: www.douglascountymg.org
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/pages/Douglas-County-Master-Gardeners/251882398200487
Horticulture Agent: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/douglas/horticulture,
steve.renquist@oregonstate.edu
OSU Douglas County Extension Service: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/douglas
OSU Gardening Information: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening
OSU Master Gardeners Program: www.extension.oregonstate.edu/mg
Oregon Master Gardeners Association (OMGA): www.oregonmastergardeners.org

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and materials on
this basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs,
genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) If you have a physical disability that requires special considerations in order for you to attend an event, please
notify the office at 541-672-4461 no later than 2 weeks prior to event date. This publication will be made available in an
accessible alternative format upon request. Please contact Bonnie Courter, 541-672-3071, rbcourter@gmail.com.

